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t h i s confl ict ? T h i s impoi - tant I n q u i r y is n o t loft 
u n a n s w e r e d . The t irst f ive v c r s e s of t h e t ' o l lowing 
cliapter, wliich should have been nniubered as a 
p a r t of t h i s , co inpletc the c h a i n of this p r o p h e c y , 
a n d r e v e a l t h e g lorious t r i u m p h of t h e C h a m p i o n s 
of t h e truth. 

N O T E . 

" I t ia a cnnnn of Interpretat ion of freqiient nae i n t l ie 
expoaition of tho aacred wr i t i i iga t h a t verbs of action aoiiio-
tiniea signify inerely the w i l l and eivleavor to do the action 
i n qüeation. Thua i n Eze. 2 4 : 13 : ' I have p u r i f i c d thee, 
and thou wast not pnrged ; ' i. e., I havo endeavored, naed 
meaiia, been at pains, to pui-ify tliee. J o h n Ö : 4 4 : ' H o w 
ean yo believe which receivc honor one of a n o t h e r i . e., 
endeavor to receivo. Rom. 2 : 4 : ' The goodneaa of God 
leuddh thee to r epontance ; ' i . e., endeavora, or tenda, to 
lead thee. Amoa 9 : 3 : ' Though they be hid f r om m y sight 
i n the bot tom of t h e sea ; ' i. e., thongh they a in i to be h i d . 
1 Cor. 10 : 33 ; ' I plea^^e a l l men ; ' L e., endeavor to ploaae. 
Gal. 5 : 4 : ' Whoaoever of you are j n s t i j i c d b y the l a w ; ' 
i . e., Beek and endeavor to be juatif ied, Pa. 69 : 4 : ' They 
t l i a t ckstroij me are inißlity ; ' i. e., t h a t endeavor to deatroy 
rae. Eng., ' T l i a t wnild destroy me.' Acts 7: 2ß: ' Ami 
sei t?tem at one again; ' i, e., wished and endeavored.. Eug., 
* Would have eut them.' " 

T K E T H R E E - M E S S A G E S . 

V E R S E 1. A n d I l o o k e d , and, In, a l a m b stood on the 
M o u n t Z ion , and w i t h h i m a h u n d r e d and for ty a n d f o u r 
thousaiid, having his Father 's narae i v r i t t e n i n their foro-
heads. 2, A n d I heard a voice f rom heaven, as t l ie voicc of 
m a n y waters, a n d as t l ie voice of a great t lmnder [ and I 
h e a r d tho voico of hai-pers h a r p i n g w i t h the i r harpa. 3. A n d 
they sung as i t were a new aong before the throne , and be
fore the four bcaats, and the eldera ; and no man c o u l d l o a r n 
that Bong bu t the hundrod and forty and four thousand, 
which were rcdeemed from the earth. 4. These are they 
which wore not defiled w i t h women ; for they are virgina. 
These are they which fo l low the Lamb whithorsoever ho go-
eth. These were redeemed f rom among men, being the 
firat-fniits unto God and to the Lamb. 5. A n d i n t h e i r 
niout l i w)is fouTid no guilo ; for t l ioy aro w i t h o u t faul t bcforo 
the throne of God. 

Ifc is a pleasing feature of the prophetic w o r d t h a t 
the people of God are never brought in to positions 
of t r i a l and d i fScul ty and there left . T a k i n g t h e m 
d o w n in to sccncs of danger, the voicc of prophecy 
does n o t there cease, Icaving them to guess the i r 
fate , i n doubt , perhaps despair, as to the f ina l result ; 
b u t i t takoH them t h r o i i g h t - i tho cnd, and shows tho 
issue i n every conflict. The f irst five verses of Rev. 
14, are an instance of this . The 13th chapter cluscd, 
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w i t h the people of God, a snia l l and apparent ly weak 
and defensel&ss C o m p a n y , i n deadly conflict w i t h 
the might icst p o w e r s of e a r t h w h i c h the dragoir is 
able to muster to his service. A decroe Is passed, 
backed up b y t h e supreme power of the l a n d , t h a t 
they s h a l l w o r s h i j ) t h e i inago, a n d rcceive tho m a r k , 
u n d o r pain of d e a t h i f thoy 'ref use t o comply. W h a t 
can the people of God do i n such a confl ict ,and i n such 
an e x t r c m i t y ? W h a t w i l l become of them ? Giance 
f o r w a r d w i t h the apostle to the v e r y n e x t scene i n 
the Programme, and w h a t do we behold ? The 
v e r y same C o m p a n y s tanding on M o u n t Z i on w i t h 
the L a m b , — a v ictor ious C o m p a n y , h a r p i n g on s y m -
phonious harps the i r t r i u m p h i n the courts of 
Heaven. Thus are we assured t h a t w h e n the t ime 

» of our confl ict w i t h the powers of darkness comes, 
delivcrance is not on ly certain, b u t w i l l i m m e d i -
ate ly be g iven, be ing the nexfc event i n our h is tory , 
the glorious rest after the w e a r y p i l g r h n a g e , the 
glorious consummation of a l i f e of t o i i , sutforing, 
and ceaseless conflict herc. 

T h a t the 144,000 h e r e scen on M o u n t Z ion , are 
the s a i n t s w h o were j u s t before b r o u g h t to v i ew as 
objects of the w r a t h of fche beast and his image, 
sevcral considerations s h o w : — 

1. T h c y are ident i ca l w i t h those sealed i n Rev. 
7, w h o have already been shown to be the r i g h t -
eous w h o are al ive at the second C o m i n g of Christ . 

2. They a r e the overcomers i n the s i x t h , or P h i l -
adelphian state of the church. See Rev. 3 : 11 , 12. 

3. They are " redeemed f r o m among men," verse 
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4, a n expression w h i c h can be applicable on ly to 
those w h o are translated f r o m amono: the l ivina: . 
Pau l lahored, i f b y any means he m i g h t a t t a i n to a 
resurrection out f r om among the dead. P h i l . 3 : 
11 . Th is is the hope of those w h o sleep i n Jesus— 
a resurrection f r o m the dead. A redempt ion f r o m 
among men, f r o m among t h e l i v i n g , raust mean a 
differenfc fching, and can mean o n l y one t h i n g , and 
t h a t is t rans lat ion . Hence the 144,000 are the l i v 
i n g saints w h o w i l l be translated at the second 
Coming of Christ . 

Where is the M o u n t Z i on whore th i s Company is 
Seen standing? The M o u n t Z i on above; f o r fche 
voice of harpers, w h i c h no doubt is ut tered by thase 
very ones, is heard f r o m H e a v e n ; the same Zion 
f rom w h i c h the L o r d Utters his voice w h e n he 
speaks to his people i n close connection w i t h the 
Coming of the Son of man. Joel 3 : I G ; Heb. 1 2 ; 
2 6 - 2 8 ; Rev. 1 6 : 1 7 . A j u s t consideration of the 
fact t h a t there is a M o u n t Z i o n i n Heaven, and a 
Jerusalem above, w o u l d be a power fu l ant idote 
against the ha l luc inat i on of the doctrine called 
" T h e Age to Come." 

A f ew more part i culars on ly respecting the 
144,000, w i l l claira notice i n those br ie f thoughts . 

1. They have the name of the Lamb's Fatl ior i n 
the i r foreheads. I n chapter 7, they are .said fco have 
the seal of God i n their foreheads. A n i m p o r t a n t 
k e y to an understanding of the seal of God is thua 
furni.shed u s ; for we a t once perceive t h a t the 
F a t h o r regards his name as his seal. T h a t com-
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mandment of the l a w w h i c h contains Gods name is 
therefore the seal of the law. The Sabhath com-
mandment is the on ly one w h i c h has t h i s ; t h a t is, 
t h a t contains t1ie desci 'iptivo t i t l e w h i c h distJn-
guishes tho t r u c God f r o m al l false gods. Wherever 
th i s was placed, there the Father 's namc w a s said 
to b e ; ]3eut. 16 : 6 ; and whoevcr koeps this com-
mandment has, consequently, the seal of the l i v i n g 
God. 

2. They s ing a new song w h i c h no other Com
pany is able to learn. I n chapter 15 : 3, i t is called 
the song of Moses, and the song of the Lamb . The 
song of Moses, as m a y be seon b y refcrcncc to E x . 
15, was the song of his expericnco and deliverance. 
Such theroi'oro is the song of the 144,000. N o 
others can j o i n i n i t ; for no other C o m p a n y w i l l 
have had an experience l i k e theirs. 

3. T h c y were not dcßlod w i t h women. A w o m a n 
is i n Scr ipture the symbol of a c h u r c h ; a v i r tuous 
w o m a n representing a pure church, a cori -upt wo 
m a n an apostate church. I t is t h o n a characteristic 
of th is co[npany t h a t at the t i m e of tho i r del iver
ance they are no t dotilcd w i t h , or have no connec
t i o n w i t h , the fa l len churchcs of the land. Y e t 
we are no t to understand t h a t t h c y never had any 
connection w i t h these churchcs; for i t is on ly at a 
certain t i m e t h a t people become defiled by thom. 
I n chapter 1 8 : 4, wo had a call issued to the people 
of God w h i l e they are i n Baby lon , to come out, 
lest t h e y become parfcakers of her sins. HeoJ ing 
t h a t call , and leavhig hör coimection, thoy escape the 
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defi lcmcnt of her sins. So of the 144,000. T h o u g h 
some of tho jn m a y have once had a connection w i t h 
corrupt churches, they sever t h a t connection w h e n 
i t w o u l d havo become sin to r e t a i n i t longor. 

4. T h e y f o l l ow the L a m b whithersoever he go-
eth. "We understand t h a t this is spokon of t h e m 
i n tho i r redeemed state. Thoy are the Special coni-
panions of the i r g lor i f ied L o r d i n the k i n g d o m . 
Chap. 7 : 17, spcaking of the same Company, and at 
the same t ime , says: " F o r the L a m b w h i c h is i|i 
the mids t of the throne shall feed them, and shall 
lead them unto l i v i n g fountains of waters." 

5. They are " first-fruits" u n t o God and the 
Lamb . This t e r m appears to be appl ied to d i f ler -
ent onos to donote especial conditions. Chr is t is 
the first-fruits as the antitj ' -pe of the wave-sheaf. 
The f irst recoivers of the gospel are called i n James 
1 : 18, a k i n d of l i r s t - f r u i t s . So the 144,000 r i p e n -
i n g up for the heavonly garnor here on earth d u r -
i n g tho troublous seonos of the last days, being 
translated to Heaven w i t h o u t seeing death, and 
occupying a pre-crainent posit ion, are i n this sense, 
wo understand, callod first-fruits u n t o God and the 
L a m b . "With th i s description of the 144,000 t r i -
umphant , the l ine of prophecy commencing w i t h 
chapter 12, closes. 

Y E K S E 6. A n d I saw another angel fly i n the midst of 
heaven, having the evcrhi.sting gospol to preach unto them 
that dwel l on the eartJi, and to ovory nat ion , and k i i i d r e d , 
and tongne, and jiuople, 7, Saying w i t h a loud voicc, Fear 
Oiüd, and givu glory to l i i m ; für tho hour of his J i idgnicnt is 

Revelalion, 1,0 
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come; and worship H i m that niade heaven and oarth, and 
the Hca, and the fonntains of waters. 8. A n d there foUow-
ed another angel, saying, Babylon is fa l len, is fa l len, that 
gi-eat c i ty , becaiiso she made a l ! nations d r i n k of tho wine of 
the w r a t h of her fornication. ü. A n d the t h i r d angel f o l -
lowed t h e m , saying w i t h a loud voice, I f any man worship 
tho beast and his image, and receive his m a r k i n hta fore-
head, or i n his l iand , 1,0, l l i e same shall d r i n k of the wine 
of the w r a t h of God, which is poured out w i thout m i x t u r e 
in to the cup of his indignahion; and he shall be tormented 
w i t h ftre and brinistone i n the prcsence of the holy angels, 
and i n the presence of the L a m b ; I i ; A n d the amoke of 
the i r torment ascendeth up forever a n d ever ; and they have 
no rest day nor nighfc, who worship the beast and his image, 
and whusoevcr reccivcth the mark of his name. 12. Here 
is the paLieilce of the saints; here are they that keep the 
commandnienta of God and the fa i th of Jeans. 

fke First Message. A n o t h e r scene, and another 
chain o£ prophetic events, is introduced i n these 
verses. I n this and the t w o f o l l ow ing messages, we 
have w h a t is k n o w n as the three angels' messages 
of Rev. 14. The first angel is called another angel 
i n verse 6, because J o h n had already seen one Üying 
t h r o u g h heaven i n a s imi lar manner. Chap. S: 13. 
H e proclaims the gospel, not a new one, bu t t h o 
ever last ing gospel. called i n M a t t . 24: 14, " the gos
pel of the k i n g d o m . " B u t w h i l e i t is the same 
gospel, there are par t i cu lar features w h i c h consti -
t u t e the bm-den of this message, chief among wh i ch , 
as shown i n verse 7, i-s t\\e 'iimr'in'.ss of the k i n g 
dom. Says a n eminent wrifcer on the prophecies, 
" The bürden of th i s angel was to be the same gos
pel w h i c h had been before proclaimed, b u t con-

CHATTER XIV, VERSES 6-1:2. 291 

nected w i t l i i t was the addi t ional mot ive of the 
proximity of the k i n g d o m . N o mere preaching of 
the gospel w i t h o u t announcing i ts 2^>'oximiiy could 
f u h i l l th is message." This message thcj'efore can-

/not symbohze the preaching of the gospel b y the 
apostles; f o r t h e y on iy reasoned of a j u d g m e u t fco 
come, inde f in i t e ly f u t u r e . Moreovor they cautioned 
every one against e n t e r t a i n i n g the idea t h a t fche 
day of C h r i s t was a t hand , t i i l a fter fche gicafc papal 
apostasy, and the predicted career of the M a n öf 
Sin^ w h o was, accordi i ig to other prophecies, to ru le 
for 1200 years, or to 17!)8. A n d we m a y add thafc the 
prophecies, upon which fchis proc lamation is based, 
weve closed up and sealed to the same t ime, 1708. 
Th is message cannot be g iven b y a n y class of people 
except those w h o l i v e w h e n the end is j u s t at hand. 
The A d v e n t proclamation, espocially f r o m 1840 to 
1844, completely answers to the prophecy, and ia 
the o n l y great rel igious movement w h i c h can be 
po inted to as i t s f u l f i l l m e n t . The j u d g m e n t a n -
nounced is shown b y arguments w h i c h the designed 
b r e v i t y of th i s w o r k w i l l nofc here adn i i t , fco be 
the Invcs t iga t ive Judgment , w h i c h the reader w i l l 
perceive must take place before tho coming of 
C h r i s t ; f o r w h e n Chr i s t comes ifc is already dccided 
w h o of the dead shall be raised, and w h o of the 
l i v i n g are w o r t h y to be changed. T h a t i n v c s t i 
gat ive w o r k we believe comm(;jic(;d i n the .sanctu-
a r y above, when this message ceased as a leading 
proclamation, at the cluso of the prophetic periods 
i n 1844. O n this and the f o l l o w i n g me.ssages w e 
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are the more br ie f here, as t h e y are set f o r t h i n a 
separate w o r k pubhshed a t the R E V I E W Office, B a t 
t ie Creek, Mich igan . 

Tke Second Message. The second angel announces 
the f a l l of Baby lon . W h a t is Baby lon ? The figure 
is t a k e n f r o m the ancient c i t y of ?>abylon; and 
t h a t receivcd i ts name f r o m the cont'usion of tongues 
w h i c h there t o o k place ; hence we lunlcrstand t h a t 
by th i s symbol is moanfc a l l furms of false and apos
ta te re l ig ion , 

" W i o s e creuds aro various a3 her ctistly towers . " ' 

I n other scriptures also th i s sp i r i tua l Baby lon is 
set f o r t h undor the symbol of a great c i t y , and i n 
Rev. 1 6 : 1 9 i t is prosentod i n three divisions, w h i c h 
we understand to be Paganisra, Cathol ic ism, and 
backsliddon Protestant ism. The verse before us 
applies ev ident ly to t h a t d iv is ion i n w h i c h the bür
den of the proc lamation of the three messages is 
f ound , w h i c h is the last-namod. I t must app ly also 
to t h a t d iv is ion i n w h i c h i t was possible f or a s t i l l 
greater mora l dcclonsion to t a k e place; w h i c h again 
was the last-nanied ; for Paganism had always been 
a false re l i g i on , and Cathol ic ism always a corrupt 
one. Rev. 1 8 : 12 shows the f a l l of B a b y l o n to be 

• a mora l f a l l , a g i v i n g w a y to ungodlinoss and spir 
i t u a l darkness and deception, w h i c h f i n a l l y calls 
d o w n f r o m heaven upon the const i tuent parts of 
th i s great c i t y l i t e r a l j udgments of the severest 
k i n d . The fa l l is caused by a rejcct ion of the great 
t r u t h of the soon-coining of (Christ sent f o r t h f r o m 
Heaven i n such majesty and power. 
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B y the wine of w r a t h (not angor, b u t intense 
passion or desire) of her f o rn i ca t i on we understand 
her false doctrincs and perntcious errors. Of these 
she has cau.4ed a l l nations to d r i n k . A messaM of 
t r u t h was sent, w h i c h , i f received, w o u l d have 
healed her of her dissonsions, u n i t t J i g the professed 
fo l lowers of Chr i s t upon the great t r u t h of the soon-
coining of the Son of man. B u t instead of receiv-
i n g the t r u t h , she c l u n g to her eri'ors, and b y spread-
i n g them among the nations has stood d i rec t ly i n 
the w a y of the advancement of the t r u t h i n the 
earth . Thus h a v i n g gr ieved the S p i r i t of God, t h a t 
S p i r i t has been w i t l i d r a w n , and a m o r a l f a l l is the 
result . The s p i r i t and power of genuine C h r i s t i a n -
i t y has departed f r o m the professed churches of our 
l and . A n abundance of statistics to prove t h i s , 
m a y be soon i n the worlv above referred to. 

The Third Message. The t h i r d angel fo l lows 
w i t h a message of the m o s t f e a r f u l i m p o r t . F r o m the 
language i n w l i i c h i t is expressod, we understand 
at once t h a t i t is designed to w a r n men against the 
worship of the beast and his image, and prepare 
t h e m for t h a t t ime w h e n the decree shall be issued 
enforcing such worship, as noticed i n the previous 
chapter. Thia is the issue, then, to w h i c h the w o r l d 
is to be b r o u g h t ; nanioly , to refuse the m a r k of the 
beast and thus become exposed to the w r a t h of a n t i -
Chi- istian, ear th ly powers ; or t o receive the m a r k 
of the beast, and brave the u n m i x e d w r a t h of God. 

Th£ Mark of the Beast. I t now becomes a mat te r 
of solemn moment to inqu i re w h a t th i s m a r k of the 
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beaat is, against w l i i c b there is utterecl so torr i f i c a 
w a r n i n c No w a v n i n g more t e r r ib l e is f o u n d in a l l 
the Bible . The pos i t ion against w h i c h i t is uttered 
must therefore be a most heinous and l i eaven -dar -
i n g one. A n d is i t possible t h a t the w o r l d w i l l 
never k n o w w h a t this s in is ? This is n o t possible. 
God does not so deal w i t h his creatures. H e does 
n o t punish the w i c k e d w i t h o u t the i r k n o w i n g , or 
h a v i n g füll o p p o r t u n i t y to k n o w , for w h a t cause 
the p imishment is in f l i c ted . Hence we argue t h a t 
thia question is no t an unt 'athomable m y s t e r y ; b u t 
t h a t a l l m a y k n o w w h a t constitutes the m a r k of 
the beast, and h o w t h e y m a y avo id rece iv ing i t . 

The message containing th i s w a r n i n g is the last 
to be g i v e n before the reve lat ion of t l i e L o r d f r o m 
heaven ; f o r the n e x t event i n th i s l ine of prophecy 
is the Coming of one l i k e the Son of m a n on the 
great w h i t e cloud. A n d since, as shown on chap-
ters C and 7, we have reached the last days, and 
tho Coming of Chr i s t is a t the door, the thne has 
come for the proc lamat ion of th i s message; and 
hence we argue again t h a t the t i m e has como when 
i t should be k n o w n w h a t the m a r k of the beast is. 
Y e t how few ever t h i n k on this p o i n t ! and h o w 
much less s t i l l is the number of those w h o have a 
posit ion w h i c h t h e y can offer w i t h any semblance 
of proof as the t r u t h i n the m a t t e r ! 

T h i s subject is so f u l l y discnssed in publieations 
issued at the R E V I E W Office, t h a t a mere out l ine is 
al l that necd here be presented. The subject of the 
seal of God is explained, a t l e n g t h on Rev, 7, to 
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w h i c h the reader is referred, as the same reasouing 
w i l l app ly large iy to t h e subject before us. 

The beast whose m a r k men are hei-o warned 
against receiving, is the one brought to v i e w i n 
Rev. 13 : 1-10. Th is we have already shown to be 
the Papal Roman power, the same as the l i t t l e h o r n 
of D a n . 7: 8. The beast of Rev. 13 was to c laim 
worship f r o m thoso who d w e l l upon tho earth ; the 
l i t t l e horn of Dan . 7 was to c la im the power to 
change tiraes and l a w s ; w h i l e the M a n of Sin , 
another name for tho .same power. was to oppose 
and exalt h imsel f above a l l t h a t Ls called God, or 
t h a t is worshiped. I f he exalts himsel f above God, 
he m u s t c la im t h a t h is laws shall be obeyed i n 
preference to the laws of God. M a r k i t w e l l ; there 
is absolntely no other w a y i n w h i c h he caa exa l t 
h imsel f above God. 

W e are n o w prepared to inqu i re for proof t h a t 
the Papal power has tampered w i t h the l a w of 
God, or atterapted a change i n the ten command
ments ; and t h a t i f the ten commandments are 
underatandingJy kept as changed b y t h a t power, 
instead of as o r i g i n a l l y g iven by the great Jehovah, 
t h e n the law-chang ing power is worshiped instead 
of the i a w - m a k i n g power. Paul has said, " K n o w 
ye n o t t h a t to w h o m yo y i e l d yourselves servants 
to obey, his servants ye are to w h o m ye obey ?" 
Rom. 0 : I C . 

I t has already been shown t h a t the l i t t l e h o r n is 
ident ica l w i t h the beast against the worship of 
w h i c h the t h i r d angel's message warns ua. i n Dan . 
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7 : 25 i t is said of th i s power, t h a t " h o shall speak 
great words against the Most H i g h , and shall wear 
ont tho saints of the Most H i g h , and t h i n k to change 
times and l a w s ; and t h e y shal l he g iven i n t o his 
hand n n t i l a t i m e and t imes and the d i v i d i n g of 
t i m e . " The laws here spoken of mnst he the laws 
of the Most H i g h , even as the saints connected 
t h e r e w i t h are the saints of the Most H i g h . E a r t h l y 
powers have a r i g h t to change h u m a n l a w s ; b u t 
the laws höre spoken of are such as th i s power 
could only t h i n k to change, as a m a r k of i ts a n t i 
C h r i s t i a n prosumpt ion , h u t no t i n i-eality he able to 
change. A n d th i s change pertains to the mora l l a w 
of G o d ; for i t is a l a w w i t h w h i c h the saints have 
to do d u r i n g the 1260 years of Papal supremacy, 
w h i c h period is w h o U y i n th i s dispensation. The 
ceremoniai l a w is therefore out of the question. 

T h e n we ask, W h o has f u l f i l l e d this remarkable 
prophecy ? W h o has changed or a t tempted to 
change the l a w o£ God ? To come more d i re c t l y t o 
the po int , W h o has changed the Sabhath ? A n d l e t 
i t be noticed, t h a t i t is nowhere i n the Scriptures 
i n t i m a t e d t h a t there w o u l d be a n y change made or 
a t tempted , i n the l a w of God, except b y t h i s p o w 
e r ; therefore whatever change has been made i n 
God's mora l code, i t has been done b y th i s power. 
L e t those consider w e l l this fact , w h o c la im t h a t 
the Sabbath was changed b y the L o r d Jesus or his 
apostles. 

The great change in the l a w w h i c h the church of 
Korne Claims t o have made, and w h i c h i t labors 
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hardest to impress upon the minds of i ts disciples, 
is the chancfe of the Sabbath f r o m the seventh to 
the first day of the wcek. O n th i s p o i n t i t is u n -
n e c G s s a r y to quote fronr Protestant authors. Roman 
Catholics themselves a d m i t i t ; and not on ly so, b u t 
they boast of i t as an evidence of t l i e r i g h t a n d power 
of the i r church to legislate i n d iv ino things. For 
evidence on these points, the reader is referred to 
" T h e Cathol icCatechism ofc" the Chr i s t ian Rel ig ion, " 
" Mi lner ' s ' E n d of Controversy , ' " " Cathol ic Chr i s 
t i a n Ins t ruc ted , " " A b r i d g m e n t of C h r i s t i a n Doc
t r i n e , " and " D o c t r i n a l Catechism,"—al l Catholic 
w o r k s of S t a n d a r d a u t h o r i t y . F r o m the " A b r i d g 
m e n t of C h r i s t i a n D o c t r i n e " we give the f o l l o w i n g 
question and ans w e r : "Que.stion. H o w prove you 
t h a t the church h a t h power to command feasts and 
ho ly days ? Answer . B y the very act of changing 
the Sabhath in to Sunday, w h i c h Protestants a l l ow 
o f ; and therefore t h e y f o n d l y contradict themselves, 
b y keeping Sunday s t r i c t l y , and h r e a k i n g most 
other feasts commanded b y the same church. " A n d 
the " D o c t r i n a l Catechism " says : " Question. H a v e 
you any other way of p rov ing t h a t the church has 
power to I n s t i t u t e festivals of precept ? Answer. 
H a d she no t such power, she could no t have done 
t h a t i n w h i c h a l l modern rel igionists agree w i t h 
her;—she could not have subst i tuted the observance 
of Sunday, tho first day of the woek, for the 
observance of. Saturday , the seventh day, a change 
for w h i c h there is no s c r i p t u r a l a u t h o r i t y . " 

Here , then, we have the m a r k of the beast,—a 
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sabbatic i n s t i t u t i o n p u t i n place of the o r i g ina l I n 
s t i t u t i o n of Jehovah, and brought f o r w a r d b y the 
Romish church i tse l f as the hadgo and t o k e n of its 
power to change the l a w of the Most H i g h . A n d 
he who , w i t h this p i a i n fact before h i m , shal l de-
l iberate ly yield to the c laims of th i s a n t i - C h r i s t i a n 
power, i n Opposition to the p i a i n requirements of the 
Creator, w i l l thereby acknowledge the supremacy 
of tho laws of the beast, become a worshiper of the 
beast instead of the great Jehovah, and receive the 
m a r k of tho beast instead of t h e seal of fche l iving 
G o d 

I t w i l l thus be seen t h a t a person does nofc have 
fche m a r k of the beast i n the Scr ipture senso, except 
by a v o l u n t a r y obedience to the a u t h o r i t y of the 
beast, w i t h the issue f a i r l y before h i m . The observ
ance of the first day of the week, under the uncor-
rected supposit ion t h a t i t is a scr iptural require-
ment , cannot const i tute the m a r k of fche beast. God 
takes into account the l i g l i t a person has, and the 
motives -from w h i c h he acts. H e w h o was the lif^ht 
of the w o r l d once said fco the Jews, " I f I had not 
come and spoken unto them, they had not had s i n ; 
b u t now t h e y have no cloak for the i r s in . " J o h n 
15 : 22. Hence Christ ians of past ages w h o have 
died i n the observance of fchis i n s t i t u t i o n , unaware 
of a n y connection between i t and the enactments 
of the beast, and supposing, the wh i l e , t h a t b y ob-
serv ing Sunday t h e y were Tendering obedience to 
the requirements of God,—can they he said to have 
had tho m a r k of the beast? B y no means. The 
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honesty of purposo w i t h w h i c h t h e y l ived u p to 
tho best l i g h t t h e y had, w i l l be a guarantee of t h e i r 
acceptance w i t h (Jod. Hence, aguin, ifc cannot be said 
of any at the present t ime, t h a t they lia,ve the m a r k of 
the beast. B u t the t rue church must no t come up to 
the hour of t rans lat ion encumbered, however u n w i t -
t i n g l y , w i t h Papal erroi's and ins t i tu t i ons ; and be
fore we come upon the issue brought to v i ew i n 
chapter I i i : 15-27, l i g h t must be g iven upon the 
m a r k of the beast, and an effectual w a r n i n g be" 
ut tered againsfc i ts lecepfcion. The t h i r d angel's 
message, n o w i n füll process of accomplishment 
before us, is therefoj'e t i m e l y and impor tant . I t is 
a summons to the f a i t h f u l to make speody prepara-
t i o n for the coming issue. 

F o r a füll discussion of the subject of the Sab
bath , and a history of its change to fche fi]'st day of 
the weck, showing the par t tho Papacy has acted 
thei'oin, the reader is refen-ed to " The H i s t o r y of 
the Sabbath," b y E i d . J . N . Andi-ews, is.sued by the 
S. D . A . Publ ishing Association, Bat t i e Creek, Mi ch , 

The Punishment of Beast Worsh'qyers. These 
shall be fcoi'mented w i t h fire and brimsfcone i n the 
presence of the ho ly angels and of tho Lamb . W h e n 
is fchis tora ient inlhcted? Some apply i t a t the end 
of tho f u t u r e one thousand years, Rov. 20: 2. B u t 
we do not t h i n k i t is of necessity located there. 
Chapter 19: 20 shows t h a t there is at the second 
Coming of Christ , w h a t m a y be called a lake of fire 
and brimstone, in to w h i c h the boast and false 
propl iet are cast alive. This can le fer on ly to the 
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destructioi i v is ited upon theiu at tliö coimnence-
ment, no t a t the end, of the thousand yeai-s. A g a i n , 
there is a remai 'kahle passage i n Isaiah to whicQi we 
are obUged to refei- i n explanat ion of the phraseol-
ogy of the threatening of the t h i r d angel, and w h i c h 
unquestionably describes scenes to take place here 
at the second advent, and i n the desolate state of 
the eai'th d u r i n g the thousaiiid yeai's fo l lowing . 
T h a t the language i n the Revelation was boi-rowed 
f r o m this prophecy can h a r d l y f a l l to be seen. A f t e r 
describing the Lord 's anger upon the nations, the 
great slaughter of their armics, the depart ing of the 
heavens as a scroll, etc., i t says: " F o r i t is the day 
of the Lord 's vengeance, and the year of recom-
penses for the controversy of Zion. A n d the streams 
thereof shall be t u r n e d in to p i t ch , and the dust 
thei-eof in to brimstone, and the land thereof shall 
become b u r n i n g p i tch , I t shall no t be quenched 
n i g h t nor d a y ; the smoke thereof shall go up for 
ever; f r om generation to generation i t shall l ie waste ; 
none shall pass through i t forever and ever." Isa. 
34: 8-10. A n d since there is to be a lake of fire a t 
the end of the thousand years, we can only con-
clude t h a t the destruction of the l i v i n g w i c k e d a t 
the cornmenceraent, and t l ie final doom of all the 
ungod ly at the end, of this period, are v e r y similar. 

i-uration of the Pimishment. The terms forever 
and ever cannot here denote eternity . For where is 
this punishment inflicted? O n this earth, or where 
there is succession of day and n ight . This is f u r 
ther shown f r o m tl ie pas.sage i n Isaiah already r e . 
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ferred to, i f t h a t is, as w o supposo, the language 
f r o m w h i c h this is borrowed, and applies a t the same 
t ime . T h a t language is spoken of the l a n d of I d u -
mea. B u t whothor w e take this to mean l i t e r a l l y 
the l a n d of Edom, south and east of Judea, or to 
repi'cscnt, as we t h i n k i t does, this whole c a r t l i a t 
tho t ime when the L o r d Jesus shall be revcaled f r om 
heaven i n flaming fire, and the yoar of recompcnses 
for the conti'oversy of Z ion comes, i n cither case 
the scene must eventual ly t e r m i n a t e ; for this eartK 
is f i n a l l y to be made new, cleansed of every stain of 
sin, every vestigo of sufEbring and docay, and to 
become the hab i ta t ion of righteousness and j o y 
throughout eternal agcs. The w o r d , inuv, here t rans 
lated " f o rever , " Schrevolius, i n his Greck Lexieon, 
defines t h u s : " A n age; a long period of t i m e ; i n 
definite d u r a t i o n ; t ime, whothor longer or shortcr." 
F o r a discussion of the meaning of this t e r m , soe the 
w o r k , " M a n ' s N a t u r e and Des t iny . " 

The period of the t h i r d message is a t ime of pa-
tience w i t h the people of God. Pau l and James 
both give us ins t ruc t i on on this point . Heb. 10: 
36; James 5: 7, 8. Meanwhi le this w a i t i n g Com
p a n y are keeping the commandments of God, the 
t e n commandments, ,and the f a i t h of Jesus, a l l the 
teachings of Chr is t and his apostles as contained i n 
the N e w Testament. Tho true Sabbath a-s con-
tahied i n the commaiuhnents is thus brought out i n 
v i v i d contrast w i t h the counterfeit sabbath, the 
mark, of the boast, wh i ch finally distinguislies those 
w h o reject the t h n d me.s.sago. 
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V E R S E 13 . A n d I heard a voice f r o m Heavon aaying unto ' 
me, W r i t e , Bleaaed are the dead w h i c h die i n tho L o r d f r om 
hencefürth; Yea, saith the Sp i r i t , t h a t they may rost f r om 
the i r labors ; and the i r works do follow t i i em. 14. A n d I 
looked, and behold a white cloud, and npon the cloud one 
sat l ike unto the Son of man, having on his head a golden 
crown, and i n his hand a sharp aickle. 15. A n d another an
gel came out of the templo, crying w i t h a loud voice to h i m 
that sat on the c loi id , Thrust i n t h y sickle and reap ; for the 
t ime is come for thee to r c a p ; for the harvust of the oarth 
is ripe. Iß. A n d he that sat on the elond t l i rus t i n his 
sickle on the earth ; and the earth was reaped. 

Events g row solemn as "wc near the end. I t is 
this fact w h i c h givcs to the t h i r d angel's message, 
n o w going f o r t h , its nnusnal degree of solemnity 
and importance. I t is th.c last w a r n i n g U) go f o r t h 
pr ior to the coming of the Son of man. W e aro fast 
passing over a l ine of prophecy w h i c h cuhninatcs i n , 
the revelation of the L o r d Jesus f r om Heaven i n 
f l aming fire, to take vengeance on his foes, and to 
r o w a r d his saints. ISfot on ly so, b u t we have come 
so near i ts accomplishment t h a t tho v e r y next l i n k 
i n the chain is this c r o w n i n g and momentous event. 
A n d t ime msver rolls back. A s the r ivor does'not 
flinch and fly as i t approaches the prccipice, b u t 
bcars all fl.oating bodios over w i t h rcsistless power, 
and as the soasons never i'overso their course, b u t 
S u m m e r foUows i n the p a t h of the b u d d i n g fig-tree, 
and w i n t e r treads clos(^ u p n n tlus f a l l i n g Icaf, .so we 
are borno o n w a r d and onward , whothor wo w i l l or 
not, whether prepared. or not, to the unavoidable 
and irrovcr.sible crisis. A h ! how l i t t l e drefim the 
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proud profossor or t l ie carelcss sinner of the doom 
t h a t is i m p e n d i n g ! A n d l i ow h a r d for even thoso 
who k n o w and prof oss the t r u t h to realizc i t as i t i s ! 

John is commanded b y a voice f r o m Heaven to 
w r i t e , Blessed are the dead w h i c h die i n the L o r d 
f r o m hencefOrth ; and the responso of the S p i r i t is, 
" Yea, t h a t they m a y rest f r om their labors, and 
their w o r k s do fo l low thom. " F r o m henceforth must 
s ign i fy f r om some par t i cu lar point of tim.e. W h a t 
point? E v i d e n t l y f r o m the coinmencement of the_ 
messago i n connection w i t h w h i c h this is spoken. 
B u t w h y are thoy blossed? Thej'o nmst be some 
s;jocial reason for this. Is i t not because they escape 
the t ime of f ear fu l p c r i l which. the saints are to en-
coimtor near tho close of thoir pilgrimage? A n d 
w h i l e they are blessed i n this respect, i n common 
w i t h a l l the righteous dead, they have an ad,vantage 
over thom i n boing doubtless t h a t C o m p a n y spoken 
of i n D a n . 12: 1, w h o are raised to everlasting l i fe 
at the stauding up of Micliael . Thus escaping the 
peii ls through w h i c h the rest of the 144,000 pass, 
they rise and share w i t h t h e m i n the i r .final t r i u m p h 
here, and occupy w i t h thom tho i r pro-ominent place 
i n the k i n g d o m . * L i this w-ay w e understand their 
w o r k s fo l low t h o m : These w o r k s are hold i n T-G-

* We underetand tltat all who die in this mcpaage lielp oompose 
the 144,000, inasnmch as just tlia,t number is t^calcd in the sealiiig 
ivork ol' 1\ 7, wJik'li ia hut arioUier propliecy of tlic third an
gel's message. Thoöc who, having had an experionce in tliis work, 
go dowa into the gravc, are an oxception lo the gencral Statement 
Hiat they (the 144j000) come up through great tribulation. Tl ie 
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membrance, to bo rewarded a t the J u d g m e n t ; and 
the persons receive the same recompcnsc they w o u l d 
have had, had they l ived and f a i t h f u l l y endured a l l 
tho perils of the t ime of trouble. 

I t w i l l bo noticed t h a t i n this Hne of prophecy, 
thi-ee angels precedc the Son of m a n ou the w h i t o 
cloud, and thi-ce are introduced aftor t h a t s jmibol . 
W e understand t h a t l i t e ra l angels are engaged i n 
the scenes höre doscribcd The first three have 
Charge of the three Special messages, and m a y also 
symbolize a boi ly of religious teachers. The mes
sage of the fcmrth angel w e undei-stand to bo ut tered 
after tho Son of m a n takes his scat upon tho w h i t e 
cloud, h a v i n g fiuishcd his pr iest ly w o r k , b u t before 
he appears i n t l ie clouds of heaven. A s the l a n 
guage is addrcssed to H i m w h o is seatcd upon the 
w h i t o cloud, h a v i n g i n his hand a sharp sickle ready 
to reap, i t must donote a message of pi 'ayer on t l ie 
p a r t of the church, aftcr their w o r k is done, and 
probation lias ccasod, an<l n o t h i n g rcmains b u t for 
the L o r d to appear and take his people to himself. 
I t is doubtless the day -and -n ight cry, s]X)kon of b y 
our L o r d i n L u k o 18 : 7, 8, i n connection w i t h tho 
Coming of the Son of man, A n d this prayer w i l l 
be answored. The clect w i l l be avengcd. H e t h a t 
is seated upon the cloud w i l l t h r u s t i n his sickle, 

fiicl. Uuit tlicy iii'c raiwod from Mio liead does not eonllict with tlic 
testimotiy "C vi^rso tlint tluiy ii.ru "rcdiiei iK'd fmiii simoiif,' tiiüii," 
that is from .imoiig the l i v i n g ; for they are raisctl only to mortal 
lifc, and receive iiiimortality or rcdcm|)üi»ii hy translation just lilie 
those of the righteous who ha-ve ucVür paased through the grave. 
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a n d the saints, under tho figure of tho wheat of the 
ear th , w i l l be gathcred to the heaveuly garner. 

" A n d Ho t h a t sat on the clond," says the proph
ecy, " t h r u s t i n his sickle on t l ie e a r t h ; and the 
ear th was reaped." B y this language we are car-
*-icd d o w n pa.st the second advent, w i t h i ts accom-
p a n y i n g scenes 'of destruction to the w i c k e d and 
salvation to the righteous. Bcyond these scenes we 
must therefore look for the appUcation of tho f o l 
l o w i n g verses:— 

V K K S K IV. A n d anotl icr angol camo ont of tho templo 
which is i n Heaven, ho also having a sluirp sickle. 18. A n d 
another angel came out f r om the altar, which had power over 
firc, and criod w i t h a loud ory to h i m that had tho sharp 
sickle, saying, T l i rus t i n t h y sliarp sickle, and gather Üie 
clustors of the vine of the e a r t h ; for her grapes are f u l l y 
ripe. 19. A n d the angel thrust i n Iiis sickle in to t l ie earth, 
and gathered tho vino of tho earth, and ciist i t in to th.o gruat 
winoprcss of the w r a t h of God. 20. A n d the winopress was 
troddeu wi thout the c ity , and biood camo out of the winor 
press, evcu unto the horses' hridles, by the apficc of a thour 
gaud and sis hundrod furlongs, 

The last t w o angels have to do w i t h the w i c k e d — 
the wicked , most fitly reprosentod b y tho r ieh and 
bloatod clusters of the vine of the earth. M a y i t n o t 
be t h a t the closuig doom of t h a t class, a t the cnd of 
the thousand years, is hei-e presented, the prophecy 
thus m a k i u g a final disposition of both tlie righteous 
juid the w i c k e d ; tho righteous clothod w i t h i m m o r -
t a l i t y , and safoly ostablished i n the k i n g d o m , the 
w i c k e d perishing around the c i t y a t the t ime of i tg 
u l t imate locatiou upon the earth? 

RevelfltipH. . 2 0 • 
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The angel comes out of tho temple, where the 
recorcls are kept , and the punishir.t jnt is determined. 
Tho other angel has power over fire. This m a y have 
some connection w i t h the fact t h a t fire is to he the 
Clement b y w h i c h the w i c k e d are at last to be de-
stroyed; a l though to c a r r y out tho figure, the w i cked , 
h a v i n g been l ikened to tho clusters of tho v ine of 
the earth, are said to be cast into the great w i n e -
pross, w h i c h is troddcn w i t h o u t tho c i ty . A n d blood 
comes out of the winepress ovon to t l ie horses' bridles. 
W e k n o w t h a t the w i c k e d are doomed to be swal -
lowed u p at last i n a tlood of a l l -devouring flamo 
descending f r o m God out of Heaven. B u t w h a t pre -
l i i n i n a r y slaughtor m a y tako place among tho 
doomed host, ŵ e k n o w not. I t is not impvobable 
t h a t this language w i l l be l i t e r a l l y fu l f i l l ed . 

As the first f our angels of this soi-ios denotcd a 
movement on t l i e p a r t of the people of God, tho last 
t w o m a y denotc the same; for the saints arc to have 
some pai 't to act i n met ing out and oxocuting the 
f ina l punishment of the w i cked , 1 Cor. 6 : 2 ; Ps. 
149 : 9. 

Thus closes this chain of prophecy—closes as 
others close, w i t h the complete t r i u i n p h of God and 
Chr is t over all thoir foes, and w i t h the glorious sal
va t i on t h a t awaits the f a i t h f u l foHowei's of the 
Prince of l i fe , forever secured, 

THE SEYEN LAST PLAGUES. 

Yr .iLSii 1. A n d I saw imother sign i n heaven, groat and 
marvolous, seven angels having the soven last plagues ; iqt 

i n t h e m is fiUed up the w r a t h of God. 2. A n d I saw as i t 
were a sea of glass mingled w i t h firo ; and t h o m that had 
gotten the v ictory over the beast, and over his image, and 
over his mark , and over the number of Iiis name, stand on 
the sea of glass, having the harps of God. 3. A n d thoy sing 
the song of Moses the servant of God, and tl ie song of the 
L a m b , saying, Great and marvclous are t h y works, L o r d God 
A l m i g l i t y ; jus t and true are t h y ways, thou K i n g of saints. 
4. Who shall not fear thee, 0 L o r d , and g lor i fy t h y name ? 
für thou only art h o l y ; for a l l nations shall come and wor-
ßhip before thee ; for t h y judgments are made manifest. 5. 
A n d after that I looked, and, bel iold, tho temple of the 
tabernacle of the testimony i n Heaven was opened ; 6 ; A n d 
the seven angela came out of the temple, having the seven 
plagiies, clothed i n pure and whi te l inen , and having tho i r 
breasts girded w i t h golden girdles. 7. A n d one of t l ie 
four b'easts gave unto the seven angels seven golden vials 
füll of the w r a t h of God, who l i v e t l i forever and ever. 8. 
A n d the, temple was fdled w i t h smoke f rom the glory of God, 
and f r om his power ; and no man was ahle to enter into the 
templö, t i l l the seven plagues of tho seven angels were 
fu l f i l l ed . 

Thus reads the fifteenth chapter entire. B y i t 
we are cai'ried l;>ack to a new seriös of cvoiits, 
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Tl i o wl io le cluiptor is b u t an inti -oduction to the 
most terr i f i c j udgments of the A l m i g h t y t h a t ever 
have boon, or are to he, v i s i ted upon this earth i n 
its prosont state ; namely , the seven, last plagues. 
The most t h a t w e here behold is a solemn prepara-
t i o n for the outpour ing of these u n n n x e d vials. 
Verse 5 shows t h a t thoy trauspiro subsetiueiitly to the 
last m i n i s t r a t i o n i n the sanctuary ; for the temple 
is opened before t l i c y are poured out. They are 
g iven i n charge to seven angels, and these angels. 
are clothed i n l inen pure and whi te , a fit emblem of 
tho p u r i t y of God's righteousness and just ico i n tho 
in f l i c t i on of these judgments . They receive these 
vials f r o m one of the four bcasts. These boasts 
were docided (sco Thoughts on chap. 4,) tobea,c]ass 
of Christ 's assistants i n his sanctuary w o r k . H o w 
appropriate, then, t h a t these should be the ones to 
deliver to the ministers of vengeance, vials to bo 
poured upon those w h o have sl igl ited Christ 's mcrcy, 
abusod Iiis long-suifuring, hoaped contumely upon 
his name, and crucified h i m afresh i n the t roatment 
of his fol lowers! W h i l e the seven angels are per-
foi-ming tho i r f ear fu l mission, the temple is fillod 
w i t h the g l o r y of God, and no man, oicTrif, no,one, 
no being, r o f o r r ing to Chr is t and his heavonly 
aasistants, can entor theroin. This shows t h a t the 
w o r k of mercy is closed, and there is no min i s t ra t i on 
i n the sanctuary d u r i n g the in f l i c t ion of the pla,/ues; 
hence thoy are manifestations of the w r a t h of God, 
w i t h o u t a n y mix tu i ' o of mercy. 
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-But i n this scono tho people, of God are not f or -
gotten. The prophet is permit ted to anticipate a 
l i t t l e i n verses 2-4 , and boliold thom as victors upon 
the sea of glass as i t were ming lod w i t h fire, or 
s p a r k l i n g and refulgent w i t h the g l o ry of God, 
s inging the song of Moses and tho Lamb . The sea 
of glass upon w h i c h these victors stand, is the same 
as t h a t brought to v iew i n chapter 4: 6, w h i c h was 
before tho tlu'one i n f fcavon. A n d as we have no 
evidence t h a t i t has yet , changed its location, and 
the saints are seen upon i t , we have horo iudubitable 
proof, i n connection w i t h chapter 14 : 1 - 5 , t h a t the 
saints are t a k e n to Heaven to receive a p<3rtion of 
the i r reward . Thus, l ike the b r i g h t s im burs t ing 
through the m i d n i g h t cloud, some scene is presented, 
or some promise g iven to tho humble followers of 
the Lamb , i n every hour of tomptat ion , as i f to 
assure and re-assure them of God's love and care for 
them, and of the cer ta inty of theii- final reward . 
V o r i l y tho words of tho propliot aro among the t rue 
sayings of God : " Say ye to the righteous t h a t i t 
shall be w e l l w i t h h i m , " but , " woe unto tlio w i c k e d ! 
i t shall he i l l w i t h h i m . " Isa. 3 :10 , 11 . 



THE SEVEN LAST PLAGUES POURED OUT. 

T H I S chapter gives a description of the seven vials 
of the unming led w r a t h of God, and the effects t h a t 
fo l low as they are poured upon the earth. Concern-
i n g the chai'actei.' and chronology of these plagues, 
there is a difference of opinion among Bible readers. 
O u r first inquir} ' ' , therefore, i.s, W h a t is the t rue 
position on tliese points ? Ai 'e they symbolical 
and mostly fu l f i l l ed i n the past, as some contend? or 
are they litei-al and a l l fu ture , as othi^i's no less con-
fidently aftirm? A brief examination of the test i 
mony w i l l , we t h i n k , settle conclusively these ques-
tions. 

V B E S E 1. A n d I l ieard a great voice out of the temple 
saying to tho seve» angela, Go your ways, and pour out the 
vials of the w r a t h of God upon the oarth. 2 . A n d the fii'st 
went , and poured out his v ia l upon the earth ; and there fe i l 
a noisome and grievous sore upon tho mon which had tho 
nuu'k of the beast, and upon them whic l i worshipod his 
image. 

This description of the v e r y first plaguc sets us 
on the t r a c k of their chronology; for i t is poured ^ 
out upon those w h o have the m a r k of the beast, and 
who worship his image,—tho identical w o r k against 
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w h i c h the t h i n l angol. warns us. This is conclusive 
proof t h a t these judgments are no t poured out t i l l 
afUir th is angol closes his w o r k , and t h a t the very 
class w h o hoar his w a r n i n g and i-ojoct i t , are the 
ones to receive the first drops from the overf lowing 
via^s of God's Indignat ion . N o w i f those plagues 
ai'e i n the past, tho image of tho beast and his w o r 
ship are i n the past. I f these ai'e past, the t w o -
horned boast, w h i c h makos this image, and his w o r k , 
aie i n the past. I f these art^ past, t h e n the t h i r d 
angel's message, w h i c h waims ua i n reference to this 
w o r k , is i n the past; and i f this is past, t h a t is, ages 
i n the past, where this v iew locatos the commence-
ment of tho plagues, then the second and first mes
sages, w h i c h procodo that , ai'o also ages i n the past. 
T h e n the prophetic pei"iods on w h i c h t h a t message is 
based, espocially the 2300 days, ended ages ago. 
A n d iE this is so, the 70 woeks of D a n . 9 are t h r o w n 
w h o l l y into the Jewish dispensation, and the great 
proof of tho Messiahship of Christ is destroyod, 
B u t i t has been shown on chapters 7, 13, and 14, 
t h a t the first and second messages have been given 
i n our o w n d a y ; t h a t the t h i r d is n o w i n process of 
accomplishment; t h a t the t w o - h o m e d beast has coroe 
upon tho stage of action, and is prepar lng to act the 
par t assigned h i m ; and that tho f o rmat ion of the 
image, and the enforcement of the worship are j u s t 
i n the fu ture . A n d unlcss all these positions can be 
overÜn-own, the seven last plagues must be assigned 
to the future . 



312 TliOUOiXTS ON TUE REVELATION. 

B u t tbero ai-o otliur vt^asons for locating t l i cn i i n 
t l ie f u t i i r e and not i n the pas t :— 

1. U n i l e r the t i f t h plagne, men blasphomo God 
because of their sore.s, tho same sores, of course, 
caused b y the outpour ing of the f irst plaguo. 
This shows t h a t these plagues a l l f a l l upon tho same 
gmeration of mon, some being no doubt swept of i 
b y each one, b u t ye t some s u i w i v i n g t h r o u g h the 
t(^rrihlo scenes of them a l l ; a fact u t t e r l y subversive 
of the position t h a t they coramonced far i n the past, 
and occupy conturios cach i n then- f u l f i l l m e n t ; for 
how then couhl thoso w h o oxporionco tho firat plague 
be alive under the fifth? 

2. Those plagues are the w i n e of God's w r a t h 
w i t h o u t mixtu i ' o , throatened b y the t h i r d angel, chap. 
l * : 10 ; 15 : 1. Such language cannot he applied 
to a n y judgments vis ited upon tho earth w h i l e 
Chr is t pleads between his Father and our fa l len race. 
Hence we must locato them i n the futui 'o , w l i o n pro 
bation shall have closed. 

3. Another and more dofinite testimony as to the 
coinmencement and durat i on of these plagues, is 
f o i m d i n chap. 15: 8: " A n d the temple was f i l led 
w i t h smoke f r om the g l o r y of Go<l, and f r o m his 
power ; and no m a n was able to onter in to the t e m 
ple tiU the Soven plagues of tho siwen angels were 
fu l f i l l od . " The temple horo introduced is ev ident ly 
t h a t w h i c h is mentionod i n chap. 1 1 : 19, whore i t 
says, " The temple of God was oponod i n Heaven, 
and there was seen i n his temple the ai-k of his tes-
t a m e n t , " I n othoi ' words, w o have Iteforo us t l i e 
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heavonly sanctuary. T lu - testimony is, thi 'U, t h a t 
when th(; seven angels w i t h the seven golden vials 
receive thoir commission, tho touiple is f i l lod w i t h 
smoko f r om tho g l o ry of God, and no man can on
ter in to the temple, or sanctuary, t i l l they have f u l 
f i l lod tluär w o r k ; thoro w i l l therefore he no ndnis-
t r a t i o n i n the sanctua iy d u r i n g this t i m e ; conse
quent ly these vials are no t poured out t i l l the close 
of the min i s t ra t i on i n thu tabernacle above, h u t i n i -
mediatoly fo l low t h a t evont ; for Chr is t is then no 
longer a modiator ; mercy, w h i c h has long stayed 
the hand of vengeance, ploads n o m o r c ; tho servants 
of God ai'e sealed. W h a t could then be expected 
h u t t h a t tho " Storni of vong(!anco should f a l l , " and 
eai'th bo swept w i t h the Ix^soni of dcstraction? 

H a v i n g now shown the chronology of these j u d g 
ments, t h a t thoy are before us i n the very near f u 
ture , treasured u p against the day of w r a t h , we 
pi'oceed to inquire in to the i r nature , and w h a t w i l l 
r o s u l t w h e n tho soloiun and fearful mandato shall go 
f o r t h fi 'om the temple to the seven angels, saying, 
" Go your ways, and pour out the vials of tho wi-ath 
of God upon the e a r t h . " Hei-e wo are called to look 
into the " a r m o r y of the L o r d , " a n d bohold the 
"weapons of his i n d i g n a t i o n . " Jer. 5 0 : 2 5 . Here 
are brought f o r t h the trcasures of hai l , w h i c h have 
been rcsei'ved against the t ime of trouble, against 
the day of batt le amt war . ,Tob 38: 22, 23. 

The Vials and their Effects. " A n d the f irst 
went , and poured out his v i a l upon tho e a r t h ; and 
there fe i l a noisome and giievous soi'c upon the men 
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w l i i c l i Imd the m a r k of tho hcast, and upon them 
w h i c h worshipjjed Iiis luiago." 

W e l^now of no reason w l i y we should not regard 
this as s t r i c t l y l i t era l . These plagues aro a]mo.st 
identical w i t h those w h i c l i God inf l icted upon the 
Egypt ians as ho was ahout to deliver his people f r o m 
the yoke of bondage; the l i t e r a l i t y of w h i c h we 
have never heard called i n question. God is n o w 
about to c rown his pooplo w i t h thoir f ina l dehver-
ance and redemption, and his judgujonts w i l l bo 
manifested i n a manner no less l i tei 'al and ten ib le . 
W h a t tho soro höre throatened is, we are not i n -
forined. Perhaps i t m a y be s imilar to the parallel 
]>Iaguc w h i c h fe i l upon E g y p t . E x . 9: 8 - 1 1 . 

V E S S E 3. Ancl the aeeond angel poured out his vial upon 
the sea; and i t became as the blood of a dead man ; and ev-
o iy Hving aotd died i n the sea. 

• Probably a more infectious and deadly substanee 
can scarcoly be conceived of t h a n the blood of a 
dead m a n ; and tho thought t h a t tho great hodies of 
w a t e r on the earth, w h i c h ai'e doubtless meant b y 
the t e r m sea, w i l l bo changed to such a state under 
this plague, pr(;si'nts a fear fu l pieture. W e have 
here the remaikab le fac t t h a t the t e r m , l i v i n g soul, 
is applied to i r ra t i ona l animals, the fish and l i v i n g 
creatures of the sea. This is, we believe, the only 
instance of such an appl icat ion i n th(i Engl i sh version; 
i n tho oi ' iginai, however, i t occurs f r o q u e n t l y ; show
i n g t h a t the t e r m , as applied to i j i an i n the begin-
n ing , Gen. 2; 7, cannot be t a k e n to show t h a t ho is 
endowod w i t h any immater ia l a n d i m m o r t a l essence. 
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V B R . S K 4. A n d the t l i i r d angol poured out his v ia l upon 
the rivera and foiuitaina uf wators ; and they bocLiuie blood. 
5. A n d I h(5ard t l i c angel of t l io watera say, Thou ai ' t r i g h t 
eous, (.) Jjord, which art , and wast, and ahalt be, because thou 
hast judged thus. 0. For they liavc slied tho bh>od of saints, 
and prophcts, and thou l ias t given them blood to d r ink ; for 
they are woi thy . 7. A n d I lieavd a n o t l i e r o u t of the altar 
aay, Even so, L o r d God A l m i g h t y , truo and righteous are t h y 
judgments. 

Such is the description of tho to iTihlr r e t r i b u t i o n 
for the " b l o o d of saints," shed by violent hands,. 
w h i c h w i l l be g iven to those w h o have done, or 
wished to -do , such doods. A n d though we can 
h a r d l y conceive of tho horrors of t h a t hour , whon 
the fountains and i-ivcrs of wator s h a l l he l iko bloo.l, 
t l i e just ice of God w i l l stand vbidicaU^d, his j u d g 
m e n t s approved. E v e n the angels a r e h e a r d ex-
ciaindng, Thou a r t righteous, 0 L o r d , because thou 
hast j u d g e d t h u s ; fo i ' they have sliod the blood of 
saints and prophots. E v e n so, L o r d God A l m i g h t y , 
t rue and righteous are t h y ju<lgmonts. 

I t m a y he askod how tho last generation of the 
w i c k e d can be said to havo shed tho blood of saints 
and prophots, s ince the last g e n e r a t i o n of ,samts a r e 
not to be s l a i n . A re ference to M a t t 23; 34, 35 ; 
1 John 3: 15, w i l l o x p l a i n . These scriptures show 
t h a t g u i l t attaches to motive no less t h a n to action. 
A n d no Generat ion ever formod a more doteriniinid 
purpose to give tho saints to indiscr iminato slaugh-
tei ' t h a n the prosent ono w i l l , not fa i ' i n tho fu ture . 

.See chap. 12 : 17 ; 13: 15. Tn motive and purpo.se 
they do shed t l ie blood of saints and prophots. 



316 THOUGHTS ON THE REVELATION 

I t •would seom t h a t no t oni; of the Imnian race 
could survive a long continuance of a plaguo so t c r -
rible as this . W e honce conoludo t h a t t l i i s ono m a y 
be l i m i t e d i n its duraticm, as was the similar one on 
E g y p t E x . 7: 1 7 - 2 1 . 

V E K S E 8. A n d the f onr th angol poured out his v i a l npon 
the sun ; and power was given unto l i i m to scorch men w i t h 
fire. 9. A n d men were scorched w i t h groat heat and blaa-
plicmed tho na ino of G<id, which l ia th power over those 
plaguea ; and t l iey repented not to give h i m glory. 

I t is w o r t h y of notice that eve iy succeeding 
plague tends to augment the ca lamity of the pre
vious ones, and heighten the anguish of the g u i l t y 
sufferers. W e haye now a noisome and griovous 
sore p r e y i n g upon men, i n f l a m i n g the i r blood, and 
pour ing i ts feverish influence t h i o u g h their veins. 
I n addit ion to this they have only blood to al lay 
their b u m i n g thi i -s t ; and, as i f to c rown a l l , power 
is g iven unto the sun, and he pours upon them a 
flood of li<[uid fire, and they are scorched w i t h groat 
heat. Here, as the record i'uns, their woe f irst finds 
utterance i n h o r r i d blaspheiny. 

V E Ü S E iO, A n d the fifth angel poured out his v ia l upon 
the seat of the beast: and his k ingdom was füll of darkness ; 
and they giiawod the i r tonguea for pain, 11 , A n d blas-
pJieiued the God of Heaven because of their pains and tlieir 
sores, and repented not of the i r deeda. 

A n i m p o r t a n t fact is establishod b y this test i 
mony : I t is, t h a t the plagues do not at once destroy 
a l l their v i c t i m s ; for some w h o were at f irst smi t -
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ten w i t h sores, we f i n d st i l l l i v i n g undor tho f i f t h 
v i a l , and g n a w i n g their tongues for pain. A n I l lus 
t r a t i o n of this v i a l w i l l be f ound i n E x . 10 : 21-23. 
I t is poured upon t l ie seat of the beast, the papacy. 
The seat of the beast is wherever the papal see is lo
cated, w h i c h thus f a r has been, and we t h i n k w^ill 
continue to be, the c i t y of Homo. " H i s k i n g d o m , " 
probably embraces a l l those w h o are subjects of the 
pope i n an ecclesiastical ]3oint of view. 

As those w h o placo the plagues i n tho past, have . 
the f i rs t f ive ah'eady w h o l l y accomplished, we horo 
pause a moment to inquire where i n past ages the 
judgments here threatoned havo been ful f i l led . Can 
judgments so t e n i b l e bo inf l icted and nohody k n o w 
i t ? Then where is the h i s t o i y of the f u l f i l l m e n t ? 
W h e n d id a noisome and grievous sore f a l l upon a 
spcciflod and extensive port ion of m a n k i n d ? W h e n -
d i d the sea become as the blood of a dead man, and 
every l i v i n g soul die i n i t ? W h e n d id the fountains 
and r ivors bocome blood, and pooplo have blood to 
d r i n k 1 W h e n d i d the sun so scorch mon w i t h fire 
as to ex to r t f r om them curses and blaspheiny ? A n d 
when d i d the suiijocts of tho beast gnaw their 
tongues for pa in , and a t the same t ime blasphome 
God on account of their sores ? Interpreters w h o 
thus foolishly p u t such scenes i n the past, where a 
shadow of f u l f i l l m e n t cannot be shown, oponly i n -
v i te the scoffs and r i i l i cule of the skejitic and inf idel 
against (jrod's ho ly book, and furnish them w i t h po
t e n t weapons for t l i c i r nefaripiis w o r k . I n these 
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pktguos, says Insp i ra t i on , is fdled v/p tho w r a t h of 
God ; b u t i f they can be f u l f i l l e d and nobody k n o w 
i t , w h o shall henceforth consider his w r a t h so t e r r i -
blo a t h i n g . or s h r i n k f r o m his judgments when they 
are throatened ? 

V E R S E 12. Ancl tho s ixth angol poured out Iiis v i id upon 
tl ie great r iver E u p h r a t e s ; and the water thereof was 
dried that the way of the kings of tho eaat might be pre
pared. 13 . A n d I saw thruo uiicluan spirits Kke frogs come 
out of the mouth of tho dragon, and out of t l ie mouth of the 
beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet. 1 4 . F o r 
they ai-e tho spirits of devils , w o r k i n g niiraclcs, which go 
f o r t h unto the kings of the earth and of the whole wor ld , to 
gather t h e m to the battle of that great day of God A l m i g h t y . 
15. Behold , T come as a thicf . Blessed is he t h a t watchet l i , 
and keepeth his gariuonts, Jost he walk nakcd , and thoy see 
his shame. 16. A n d he gathered them together in to a place 
called i n the Hpbrow tongue Armageddon. 

W h a t is tho groat r ivor Euphrates, w h i c h is the 
object of this v i a l ? One v iew is t h a t i t is the l i tera l 
r i ve r Euphrates i n A.sia; tho other is, t h a t i t is a 
symbol of the n a t i o n occupying t l ie t e r r i t o r y through 
w h i c h t h a t r i ve r fiows. W e incline to t l ie lat ter 
opinion for tho f o l l ow ing reasons :— 

1. I t w o u l d bo di f f i cult to see w h a t end w o u l d be 
gainod b y the d i y i n g up of tho l i t e ra l r ivor , as t h a t 
w o u l d no t öfter an obstr-uction at a l l serious to the 
progToss of an advancing ar iny . A n d i t should be 
noticr'd t h a t the d r y i n g up takes plaeo to prepare 
the w a y of the kings of the East, t h a t is, regulär 
m i l i t a r y organizations, and not a. promiscuous and 
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xinequipped c r o w d of men, women, a n d chi ldren, 
l ike the chi ldren of Israel at the Red Sea or a t the 
Jordan. The Euphrates is on ly about 1,400 mil&s 
i n length, or about ono - th i rd tho sizo of the Missis
sippi. Cyrus , w i t h o u t d i f f i cul ty , t u r n e d the whole 
r i vo r f r om its channol a t his siege of Baby lon ; and 
n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g the numorous wars t h a t have been 
carried on along i ts banks, and the m i g h t y hosts 
t h a t havo crossed and re-crossed its stream, we have 
never ye t read t h a t i t had to be once dr ied u p to l e t 
them pass. 

2. I t w o u l d be as necessary to d r y up the r i v e r 
T igr i s as the Euphrates, the source of the former be
i n g only fiftocn milos f r om tho lattor , i n the m o u n t -
ains of Armenia , and i t r u n n i n g noai'Iy paral le l w i t h , 
and b u t a short dista,nce f rom, tho lat ter throughout 
i ts wholo course. Y e t the prophecy says n o t h i n g of 
the T igr i s . 

3. The literal d r y i n g up of rivei-s we understand 
takes place undei- the f o u r t h v ia l , when power is 
g iven to the sun to scorch men w i t h fii'e. U n d e r 
this plaguo occur bcyond (piestion the scenes of 
d routh and famine so graphleal ly describod b y Joel, 
Chap. 1 : 1 4 - 2 0 ; and as one result of thcso, i t is ox-
prcssly stated t h a t " iAe rivers of vxders are dried 
Up." The Euphrates w i l l probably be no oxception 
to t h i s ; hence, not much w o u l d romain to be l i t e r 
a l l y dr ied up under the s i x t h v ia l . 

4. These plagues, f r o m the very nature of the 
case, mi^st be rnanifostations of wrath and j u d g -
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monts u i io i i men. B u t i f tho t l r y i n g up of the l i t 
eral Euphrates is a l l t h a t is brought to v iew, this 
plaguo is no t of such a nature , and turns out to be 
j io soriüus aifair, aftor a l l 

These objections exist ing against considering i t a 
l i teral r iver , "watorod b y t h a t r iver , i t m u s t be uuder-
stood figurativoly as symbohzing the powor ho ld ing 
possession of the t e r r i t o r y , w h i c h is the O t t o m a n or 
T u r k i s h cmpii-c. 

1. I t is so usod i n other placos i n the Scriptures. 
See Isa. 8 : 7 ; Rev. 9 : 1 4 . I n this la t ter t e x t , a l l 
jnust concedc t h a t tho Euphrates symbolizos the 
T u r k i s h powor ; and boing the f i rs t and on ly other 
occur]-onco of the w o r d i n the Revelation, i t m a y 
w e l l bo considorod as govorning its use h i this book. 

2. The d r y i n g up of the r i ve r i n this sense would. 
be the consuui]>tion of tho T u r k i s h empiro, accom-
pariiod w i t h moro or less destruction of its subjects . 
Thus w e should havo l i t e ra l judgments upon mon, 
as tho result of this plaguo, as i n t l ie case of ah the 
othei-s. 

B u t , i t m a y be objoctcd to this, t h a t w h i l e con-
tend ing for tho l i t e r a l i t y of the plaguois, wo i ievoi ' -
theless mako ono of them a symbol. W e answer, 
No, A power is introduced., i t is true, u n d e r the 
s ixth v i a l , i n its synibolic f o r m , j u s t as i t is under 
the l i f t h , whore we i'ead of the seat of the beast, 
w h i c h is a w o l l - k n o w n syndiol ; or as wo read again 
i n the fii 'st plague of the mai 'k of the beast, Iiis i m 
age and i ts worship, w h i c h aro also Symbols . A l l 
t h a t wo contend für is the l i t e r a l i t y of the j u d g -
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ments t h a t result f r o m cach v i a l , w h i c h are l i t e ra l i n 
this case, as i n a l l tho i'cst. 

A g a i n , i t m a y ho asked how the w a y of the k ings 
of the East w i l l bo pro])arod b y tho d i y i n g up, or 
consumption, of the O t t o m a n power . The answer 
is obvious. F o r w h a t is the w a y of thoso k ings to 
be pi-eparod ? Ans . To corao u p to tho groat bat 
tle. Whore is the batt le to be f ought ? A t J e r u 
salem. See Joel and Zephauiah. B u t Jerusalem is. 
i n the hands of the Türks. T h e y ho ld pos.session o^ 
the l a n d of Palestine a n d the sacred sepulchcrs, 
This is the hone of conh.'ntion, O n thoso tho n a 
tions have f ixed their covetous and jealous cyes. 
B u t though T u r k o y now possesses thom, and others 
w a n t thom, i t is novertholess thought necessary ta 
the t r a n q u i l h t y of Europa t h a t T u r k o y should bê  
maintainod i n her position, i n oi'doi- to prcscrvc, 
w h a t is callod, tho " balance of powor." H e r ofiice 
therefore at prosent seems to be meroly l i k e t h a t of 
a largo distondod shoU, w h i c h , so l ong as i t can be 
k e p t f r o m coIlai>sing, serves to separate belligcrent 
and hastilo powers. Therefore the al l ied powers 
of Euro]io are pledged to sustaiii the i n t o g i i t y of 
the Sultan's throne. B y them alone i t is now 
maintainod, and when thoy shall w i t h d r a w tho i r 
hands, and loavo i t to itsolf, as we holiove thoy w i l l 
do under the s i x t h plaguo, t h a t symliolic r iver w i l l 
be clean. dr iod u]), T u r k o y w i l l bo no moro, artd tho 
w a y w i l l i>o a l l opon for tho nations to rush to the 
H o l y L a n d . Tho k ings of the East, the nationalities, 
powers, and kingdoms .lying east of Palestiiio, w i l l 
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act a conspicuous p a r t i n t l ie matter ; for Joe! says 
i n reference to this scene, L e t " t h e h e a t h e n " be 
wakened and come n p to the Valley of Jehoshaphat, 

Those w h o place five of the pia.gnes i n the past, 
and contend t h a t we are now l i v i n g under the s i x t h , 
i:irge as one of the i r stroiigcst arguments th.e fact 
t h a t the T u r k i s h empire is n o w wast ing a w a y ; 
w h i c h takes place under the s i x t h v ia l . W e reply , 
l 'he event t h a t takes place uirdei.' the s ixth v i a l , is 
thf;; entiro and u t te r consumption of t h a t power, not 
its p r e l i m i n a r y state of decay, w h i c h is a l l t h a t 
we now witness. B u t i t is necessary t h a t the em-
pire should for a t ime g row w e a k and powerloss, i n 
Order to i ts u t t e r dissolution whon t l ie plaguo shall 
como. This p r o h m i n a r y condition we n o w bol io ld ; 
the füll end cannot be far i n the fu ture . 

Another event to ho noticed under this plague, is 
the issuing f o r t h of the three unclean spirits to 
gather the nations to the great batt le . W e regard 
the agency now already abroad i n tho w o r l d , and 
k n o w n as Modern Spir i tua l i sm, as t l ie means to be 
employed i n this w o r k . B u t the question m a y he 
askod, how we can t h i n k t h a t a "work is dosignatod 
b y i t , w h i c h is already going on, when the spirits 
are not introduced into the prophecy u n t i l the s i x t h 
plague, w h i c h is s t i l l fu ture . 

W e answer t h a t i n this , as i n m a n y other things, 
the ogtmcies w h i c h Hoavon dosigiis io eniploy i n tho 
aocomplishmont of certain onds, aro being for a 
whi le t ra ined to tho p a r t w h i c h they are to act. 
Thus before the spirits can havo such absolute a u -
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t h o r i t y over tho race as to gather them to batt le 
against the K i n g of k ings and L o r d of lords, they 
must f irst w i n their Way among the nations of the 
earth, and cause the i r teaehing to be received as of 
d iv ine a u t h o i i t y , and their w o r d as law. This 
w o r k thoy ai'e now Lk>ing ; and when they shall 
have once gained due influence over tho nations i n 
question, w l i a t f i t t e r instrumonis could be employed 
to gather thom to so rash and hopoless an cntorpi'ise? 

To m a n y i t m a y seom incredible t h a t the nations 
should ho W i l l i n g to ongago i n such an uneqiud. w a r -
faro as to go up to batt le against the Lo i 'd of honts; 
b u t i t is one province of theso spirits of devils to de-
coivc ; for thoy go f o r t h w o r k i n g miracles, and 
thereby deceive the k ings of the earth t h a t they 
should believe a lie. 

Tho sourcos f rom w h i c h these spirits issue, denote 
t h a t they w i l l w i j i ' k among three great religious 
divisioiis of nianlcind., roprescnted b y the dragon, 
beast, and false prophet, oi" Paganism, Catholicism, 
and Protestantism. 

B u t w l i a t is tho forcc of t l ie ex l iortat ion i n vei'se 
15 ? Probation. must have closed, an.d Chr is t have 
lo f t his mediator ial position, before tho plagues be-
g i n to f a l l . A n d is thoro dangor of f a l l i n g aftor 
t h a t ? I t w i l l be noticed t h a t this warnina- i s 
spolcen i n connection wi th . tho w o r k i n g of tho spir
its. Wo infor, therefore, t h a t i t goes back and is 
applicable f rom the t ime theso s]?irits hegin to worl?, 
to tlio close of probation ; t h a t by an intorcl iango of 
terisos, common to the Ci'eek language, the present 
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tense is p u t for the past ; as i f i t had ]-oad, Blessed 
is he t h a t h a t h watchcd and kept his garments ; as 
the shame and nakcdness of a l l w h o have not done 
this, w i l l a t this t ime especially appear. 

" A n d he gathered t h e m . " W h o are the ones 
here spoken of, to be gathered ? and what agency 
is to be used i n gather ing them ? I f the w o r d 
them refers to tho k ings of verse 14, it is certain 
that no good agency w o i d d be made use of to 
gather them ; and if the spirits are referred to by 
tho w o r d he, w h y is i t i n tho singular niunber? 
The pecuhar i ty of this construction has Icd some to 
read tlie passage thus : A n d he [ C h r i s t ] gathered 
them [ the saints] i n t o a place callod i n the Hebrew 
tongue, A r m a g e d d o n [ the i l lustr ious c i ty , or N e w 
Jerusalem]. B u t this position is unteuahle. The 
following criticism, w h i c h appoarod not l ong since 
i n a religious magazine, seems to shed the t rue light 
upon this passage. The w r i t c r says :— 

" I t seems t o m e t h a t verse 16 is a cont inuat ion 
of verse 14, and t h a t the antccedent of aWoh^ [ t h e m ] 
is ' the k ings ' montioncd i n verso 14. F o r this l a t 
ter verse says, ' W h i c h go f o r t h u n t o the k ings of 
the earth, and of the whole w o r l d , to gather them,' 
etc , and i n verse 16 i t says, ' A n d he gathered 
the/in.' N o w , i n tho Greek, ' a neuter p l u r a l r egu -
l a r l y takes a vcrb in tho shiguhir . ' (See Sopho-
cles' Greok Grammar , 1;>1, 1.) ' M i g l i t n o t there
fore, the subject of t h e - v c r b avivjynyev [gathered,] 
(verso U),) bo J" " ^vt^iij'a--"- [ t h u spirits , ] of vorsD 14, 
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and thus t l u ; ' g a t h o r i n g ' montioncd i n the two 
verses be one and the mme t 

" A n d i f this is to bo a gather ing of ' the k ings of 
the oarth, and of tho whole w o r l d , ' w i l l i t not bo for 
the purpose mentioned i n the t ex t , viz. , ' t o gather 
them to the hattle oi t h a t great d a y of God A l 
m i g h t y ? *" 

I n accordance w i t h thia cr i t ic ism we find several 
translationa using the p l u r a l instead of the singular 
pronoun. 

M r . Wakof ie ld i n his tran.slation of the N e w Tes
tament rendei'S this vei'se thus : " A n d the spirits 
gathered the k ings together at a place called i n H e 
brew, Armageddon . " 

The Syriac Testament reads : " A n d thcy col-
Hected them together i n a place called i n Hebrew, 
Armageddon . " 

Sawyer's t rans lat ion rendei"s i t : " A n d they as-
sembled them i n the placp called i n Hebrew, A r m a 
geddon." 

M r . Wesley's version of the New Testament 
reads : " A n d they gathered thom together to the 
place w h i c h is called i n t l ie Hobrow, Armageddon , " 

W h i t i n g ' s t rans lat ion gives i t : " A n d they g a t h 
ered them i n t o a place called in, Hebrew, A r m a 
geddon." 

Prof. S t u a r t of Andover College, a distinguished 
crit ie , though not a translator of the Scriptures, 
render i t : " A n d T H E Y gathered them together," 
etc. D e Wette , a German translator of the Bible , 
,gives i t the same t u r n as S t u a r t and the others. 
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M r . A l b e r t Bariies, wliosu ISütes on t l iu N e w 
Testament are so extensive)./ usod., i'et'crs to t l ie 
same gi'an.miatical l a w as snggt:\ste(l b y tlie ei'iticis.ui 
above quoted, and says, " T l io a u t h o r i t y of De 
W e t t e a n d Prof . S t u a r t is suihciei it to show t h a t 
the construction w h i c h they adopt is authoi ized b y 
the üi'eok, as indood no one can doubt, a n d pei'haps 
this construction accords bettor w i t h the contoxt 
t h a n a n y other construction proposed . " Thus i t 
w i l l bo seen t h a t thero are w e i g h t y roasons for i'ead-
i n g the t ex t , they gatl iored thom together," etc., 
instead of "he gat l iered." A n d b y theso autl iorit ies 
i t is shown t h a t the persons gathei'cd are the m i n -
ions of Satan, n o t saints ; t h a t i t is tho w o r k of the 
spü'its, not of C l i i i s t ; and t h a t the place of assom-
hlage is no t i n the N e w Jerusalem at the marriage 
Slipper of the L a m b , b u t at Armage ihhm (oi' M o u n t 
Megiddo), " at the batt le of t h a t great day of God 
A l m i g h t y . " 

M o u n t Megiddo, overlooking the p ia in i n t l ie ha l f 
t r ibe of Manasseh, was the place i n w^hicli B a r a k 
a n d Doborah destroyod Sisera's a rn iy , a n d i n wf i i ch 
Josiah was routed b y Pharaoh Necho. 

V E R S E 17. A n d the seventh angel ponred ont hia v ia l in to 
the a i r ; and there came a great voice ont of tho templo of 
Heaven, f r om the throne, saying, I t is done. 18. A n d there 
were voiees, and thimders , and l ightnings ; and there was a 
great oaTt lnpiakc , such as was not since men woro upon the 
earth, so m i g h t y an eartliquake, and so great. 19. A n d the 
great c i ty was d iv ided in to three parts, and the citiea of the 
nations f e i l ; aud great Babylon came in i'emond)rance before 
God, to give unto her the cup of the wi i io of tho üerceneaa 
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of his wrath . 20. A n d ovory ialaiid üed away, and t l ie 
mountains were not foui id . 21. A n d there fe i l upon men a 
great ha i l out of lieaven, every sti.m(s about the wcigl i t uf a 
ta lent ; and men blasphemed God because of thu plague of 
the h a i l ; for the plague thereof was exeeeding great. 

Thus has in.spiration describod to us the last 
j u d g m e n t w h i c h God has appointed to rebollious 
m a n i n his pi-esent state. Some of the plagues we 
have seon ai'e local i n their appl ication ; b u t this 
one is poured out in to the air. The a ir envelops the 
whole earth ; hence w e m a y conclude t h a t this 
plague w i l l envolop equal ly the habitable globe. I t 
w i l l be universal . The a ir w i l l be ta inted . 

The gather ing of the nations h a v i n g t a k e n place 
under tho s i x t h v i a l , the batt le remains to be fought 
under the seventh ; and we here f i n d brought to 
v iow the instrumental i t ies w i t h w h i c h God w i l l slay 
the wicked . A t this t ime i t m a y be said, " T h e 
L o r d Jiath oponed his ai 'mory, and brought f o r t h the 
weapons of his i n d i g n a t i o n . " 

There were voices. Above a l l w i l l be heard the 
voice of God. " T h o L o r d also shall roar out of Zion, 
and u t te r his voice f r o m Jerusalem ; and the heav
ens and the eai-th shall shake. B u t the L o r d w i l l 
bo tho hope of his people, and the strength of tho 
chi ldren of I srae l . " Joel 3 :16. See also Jer. 25 : 
30 ; Heb. 12 :26. This w i l l cause the great ear th -
quake such as was not since nu^n were upon the 
eai-th. 

A n d thunders and l ightn ings . A l lus i on asrain to 
the judgments of E g y p t . See E x . 9 :23 . The 



328 THOtlQHTS ON THE REVELATION. 

great c i t y is d iv ided into tln-ne parts ; t h a t is, the 
three g r a n d divisions of t l io false and apostate i 'elig-
ion of the w o r l d (the great c i t y ) , Paganism, Oathoh 
icism, and backsliddon Protestantism, sooni to be set 
apart each to receive its appropriate doom. The 
citics of the nations f a l l . Un iversa l desolation 
spreads over the earth. E v e r y Island llees a w a y and 
the monntains are no t found. A n d great Baby lon 
comes i n remembrance before God. Pead her j u d g 
ments more f u l l y i n chap. 18. 

Some f a i n t idea of the terr ib le effect of such a 
scene as is here predicted, may be in ferred from the 
f o l l o w i n g sketch of a hai lstorm on the Bosporus, b y 
Our c ountryman, the lato Cominodore Portor, i n 
his "Lütters f r om Constantinople and its Env i rons , " 
v o l i . , p. 44). H e says :— 

" W e had got peihaps a mile and a h a l f on our 
way, when a cloud, r i s ing i n the west, gave indica-
tions of approaching rain. I n a few minutes we 
discovered something f a l l i n g f r o m the heavens w i t h 
a heavy splash, and w i t h a w h i t i s h appearance. I 
could not conceive w h a t it was, b u t observing some 
guUs near, I supposed i t to be them d a r t h i g for fish ; 
b u t soon after discovered t h a t they were large balls 
of ice f a l l i n g . Immedia to ly we heard a sound l ike 
r u m b l i n g thunder , or t en Üiousand carriages rolling 
fur ious ly over the pavoment. The whole Bo,spo-
i-us was i n a foam, as though heaven's a r t i l l e r y had 
been charged upon us and our f r a i l machine. O u r 
fate seemed inovitahle ; our ujnbrellas were raised to 
protect U S ; the lumps of ice stripped them into i ' i b -
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bons. W e f o r t u n a t e l y had a bullo(;k 's lüde i n the 
boat, under w h i c h we crawled, and saved oursolves 
f r om f u r t l u j r i n j u r y . Ono man of the three oarsnion 
had his hand l i t e r a l l y smashed ; another was m u c h 
i n j u r e d in the shouider; Mr. H . received a b l ow in 
the l o g ; m y i-ight hand was somewhat disabled, and 
a l l more or loss injui 'od . 

" I t was the most a w f ul and terr i f ic scene I ever 
witnossed, and God f o rh id t h a t I over should be ex
posed to another ! Balls of ice as lai'ge as m y t w o 
fists f e i l i n t o the boat, and some of thom fo l l w i t h 
such violence as c er ta in ly to havo b roken an a i m or 
leg had they struek us i n those parts. One of them 
Struck the blatle of an oar and spl it i t . The scene 
lasted perhaps five minutes ; b u t it was five m i n 
utes of the most a w f u l foelings I ever experienced. 
W h e n i t passed over, wo f ound the surrounding l i i l l s 
covered w i t h masses of i c e ; I cannot call i t h a i l ; 
the trees stripped of t h e i r . leaves and l i m b s ; and 
e v c r y t h i n g l ook ing desolate. The scene was a w f u l , 
beyond a l l descr ipt ion! 

" I have witnessed ropeatcxl eai ' thquakes ; the 
J ightning has played, as i t woro, about m y h e a d ; 
the w i n d roared, and the waves at one moment have 
t h r o w n me to the sky , and the n e x t have sunk me 
i n t o a deep abyss. I have been i n action, and have 
scen death and destruction around me in every shape 
of hoi-ror ; b u t I nover before l i a d the feoling of awo 
w h i c h soized me on this oecasion, a n d s t i l l haunts, 
and I fear forever w i l l haunt , me. M y porter, the 
boldost of m y f a m i l y , w h o had ventured an instant 



330 THOUQSTS ON T E E REVELATION. 

fvolvi the door, had been knocked d o w n b y a h a i l -
stene, and had they not dragged h i m i n b y the heels, 
w o u h i have been battereil. to death. T w o boatmen 
were k d l e d i n the upper p a r t oi" the vi l lagu, and I 
have heard of broken bones i n abundance, Imae"-
ine to yourself the heavens suddeniy fi-ozen over, 
and as suddenly broken to pieces i n irregulär masses 
of f r o m h a l f a pound to a pound weight , and precip-
i ta ted to the ear th . " 

Reader, i f such were the desolating effects of a h a i l 
storm of ice, w h i c h discharged stones the size of a 
man's fist, w e i g h i n g a t most a pound or so, w h o can 
depict the conseqxiences of t h a t coming storm i n 
w h i c h ' E V E E Y S T O N E " shall be of the we ight of a 
ta lent % A s sure as God's woi-d is t r u t l i , he is thus 
soon to pnnish a g u i l t y w o r l d . M a y i t be ours, ac-
cording to the promise, to have " s u r e d w e l l i n g s " 
and " q u i e t rest ing places" i n t h a t terr i f ic hour. 
Isa. 32 :18 , 19. 

A n d thei'c f e i l upon men a gi-eat h a i l out of heavon. 
This is the last i n s t r u m e n t a l i t y brought to bear 
upon the shelterloss hoads of the w i c k e d — t h o b i t ter 
dregs of tho seventh v ia l . God has solonmly do-
clared to the w i cked , saying, " J u d g m e n t also w i l l I 
l a y to t l ie l ine, and righteousness to the p l u m m e t ; 
and the h a i l shall swcep a w a y the refugo of lies and 
the watei\ shall overflow the hiding-place." Isa. 
28 :17. See also Isa. 30 : 30. A n d he asks Job i f 
he has soen the treasures of the hai l , w h i c h he has 
reserved against the thne of trouble, against the day 
of batt le and war . Job 38 : 22, 23. 
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E v e r y stoiio ahout tho we ight of a talent . A t a l 
ent, accordii ig to varioua autl iorit ies, as a weight , is 
about l i f ty-soven pounds avoirdupois. "What could 
w i t h s t a n d the force of siones of such an onormous 
w e i g h t f a l l i n g f r o m heaven ? B u t m a n k i n d , at thia 
t ime, w i l l have no sheltor. The eitles have fa l len i n 
a m i g h t y earti iquake, the Islands have tled a w a y , 
and the mountains are no t found. A g a i n the 
w i c k e d give vent to tho i r woe i n blaspheiny ; for the 
plague of the hau is "exeeeding g r o a t " 

" A n d there came a great voice out of the temple 
of H i a v e n f r o m tho throne, saying, I t is done ! " 
Thus aU is finishod. The cup of h u m a n g u i l t has 
been f i l lod up. The last soul has availed itsolf of the 
p l a n of salvation. The books are closed. The n u m 
ber of the saved is completed. The f i n a l period is 
placed to this world 's history . The vials of God's 
w i ' a t h are poured out upon a corrupt generation. 
The w i c k e d have d r u n k them to the dregs, and sunk 
i n t o tho realm of death for a thousand yüai-a. 
Reader, where do you w i s h to bo f ound after t h a t 
great docision 1 

B u t w h a t is the condit ion of tho saints whi le the 
*'ovei"flowing scourge" is passing over? They are 
the Special subjects of God's protection, w i t h o u t 
whose notice not a sparrow falls to the ground. 
M a n y are the promises w h i c h come crowding i n to 
a1l(»rd thom comfort, sunimai ' i ly contained i n the 
beaut i fu l and expressive language of the psahn, 
w h i c h alone we have space to quote :—• 

Pa. 9 1 : 2-10. " I w j U aay of the L o r d , he is m y 
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refuge a n d m y fortress ; m y God, i n h i m w i l l I tvus i . 
Surely he shall deliver thee f i 'om the snare of the 
fowler, and f r om the noisome pestÜencc. H e shall 
Cover thee w i t h his feathers, and under his wings 
shalt t h o u t iTist ; his t r u t h shall be t h y shield a n d 
buckler . T h o u shalt no t be a f ra id for the terror b y 
n i g h t ; nor for the arrow t h a t t i ie th b y d a y ; nor 
for the pestilence t h a t w a l k e t h i n darkness, nor for 
the destruction t h a t wasteth a t noon-day. A t h o u 
sand shall f a l l a t t h y side, a n d ten thousand a t t h y 
r i g h t h a n d ; b u t i t shall n o t come nigh thee. O n l y 
w i t h thine eyes shalt thou behold and see the r e w a r d 
of the w i cked . Because thou hast made the L o r d , 
w h i c h is m y refuge, even the Most H i g h , t h y hab
i t a t i o n ; there shall no e v i l befal l thee, neither shall 
a n y plague come n i g h t h y d w e l l i n g . " 

Ötikptef X Y I I . 

B A B Y L O N — T H E M O T H E R 

V E H H E 1. A n d there came one of the seven angels which 
had the seven vials, and ta lked w i t h mo, saying unto me, 
Come h i t h e r ; I w i l l shew unto thee the j u d g m e u t of the 
great whore that s i t te th upon many waters ; 2 ; W i t h whom 
the kings of the earth have ccnunitted fornicat ion, and tho 
inhabitants of the earth have been made d r u n k w i t h the 
wine of her fornication. 3. So he carried m e away i n the 
Spir i t in to the wi lderness ; and I saw a woman sit npon a 
Bcarlet -colored beast, füll of names of blasphomy, having 
seven hoads and ten horn.s. 4. A n d tho woman was arrayed 
i n purple a.nd scarlet color, and doeked w i t h gold and pro-
cious stones and pcarls, having a golden cup i n her hand füll 
of abominations and filthiuess of her f o rn i ca t i on : 6 : A n d 
upon her forehead was a namo w r i t t o n , Mys tery , Babyinn 
the Great, t l ie M o t h c r of Har lo ta , and Abominations of the 
E a r t h . 

I n verse 19 of the preceding chapter, wo were 
informed t h a t " great Baby lon came i n remembrance 
before God, to g ive unto her the cup of the wine of 
the üerceness of his w r a t h . " The apostle now takes 
up more p a r t i c u l a r l y tho subject of this Great Bahy-. 
lon ; and i n Order t o a füll presentation of i t , goes, 
back and gives some of the facts of her past history. 
T h a t t l i i s apostate woman, is a symbol of the Roman 
Catholic cUui'Qbj is geuevally believed b y Protestants, 
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