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I N T R O D U C T I O N 
By the grace of God, the last great Reformation of the eternai work 

of the gospel has begun i n all lands to which the message of the return 
of Christ and the spread of that message according to Revelatlon 14:6-
12 has reached, 

The great prophesied apostasy among the Advent people gives us 
occasion to issue the principles of faith of the th i rd angel's message, 

As a distinction f rom the many branches of Adventists, our name is, 
in accordance wi th the Testimonies, "Reform Movement." Hence, our 
officia! name is: "The Seventh-day Adventist Church, Reform Movement," 

May all those who seek for complete salvation in Christ, by testing 
this decisive stand according to the Law and Testimony, accept the counsel 
of Jesus in these days of the shaking, elevate the Standard for thernselves 
and pour forth the straight t ru th . 

With the prayer that these doctrines and principles may serve to the 
honor of God and ,the completion of the work of Christ, 'we send them 
out into all the world. 

THE GENERAL CONFERENCE 

Revision No. 1, June 1984 
This is the first revision of the Principles of Faith and Church By 

Laws since their origin in 1925, The revision is effected solely for the 
purpose of correcting grammaticEil and typographical errors occurring in 
the translation from the German original. The Principles thernselves stand 
unchanged as they were originated from the Bible and Spirit of Prophecy 
at the General Conference Session of The Seventh-day Adventist Church, 
Reform Movement, July 14-20, 1925, 

THE GENERAL CONFERENCE, JUNE 1984 



I N T R O D U C T I O N 

By the grace of God, the last great Reformation of the eternai work 
of the gospel has begun i n all lands to w h i c h the message of the r e t u r n 
of Christ and the spread of that message according to Revelation 14:6-
12 has reached, 

The great prophesied apostasy among the Advent people gives us 
occasion to issue the principles of fa i th of the t h i r d angel's message. 

As a d is t inct ion f r o m the many branches of Adventists, our name is, 
i n accordance w i t h the Ttestimonles, "Reform Movement." Hence, our 
official name is: "Seventh-day Adventist C h u r c h , Reform Movement." 

May all those w h o seek for complete salvation i n Christ , by testing 
this decisive stand according to the Law and Testimony, accept the counsel 
of Jesus i n these days of the shaking, eievate the Standard for thernselves 
and p o u r f o r t h the straight t ru th .^ ^ 

W i t h the prayer that these doctrines and principles may serve to the 
honor of God and the complet ion of the w o r k of Christ , we send them 
out i n t o all the w o r l d . 
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^fi^^1^mikiMtit\\i^ wisdom 
l ^ t E x o d u s .20:2,.3; Isaiah 

Webelievö ü i a l ' f f i ^ ' f e ^ i ^ g f i Ä 
and a lmighty powef^ -.creatää;Öip^* 

' 45:5, 6, 18.) 
God is a spiritüal b ö i n g f 

w i t h o u t end (Revelation-2l;9);' 'omnipre^^^^ 139:1-12)', dwelling i n 
the heavens; He cannot be ' seeh 'by ' rha f i i h ' h i s present, sinful-State. ( 1 
T i m o t h y 6:16; Isaiah 59:2; John 1:1^; Eköduä 33:20.) Önly. t h r o u g h fa i th 
a r e w e a b l e t o c o m e t o G o d . (Hebrews 1I:6Q ~ i v^; -

2. J E S U S C H R I S T >'-;̂ ;̂̂ 4:.'• ''•"'v̂ ^̂  
We believe that JesusvX^hi-lä@S,iJ;Iäe>liyln^lSö 

one i n nature w i t h the Fatheii^(;Heb]:i0:|S-i^;^ 
haver since eterni ty j b e e m ' i v c i ; e ^ ^ ^ ^ Ä 
(Colossians l:15rl7;)-:Chrlst:älönei,ite 
God and m e n , ' ( i tiriiöthy^^ai^Jipi^fiärffiohr'^ 
prophets, He was concelved, by thö.:StiirIt/bT(God.tHt0^ Mary 
and was b o r n as m a n on this öartK^ln.Böthleh^rtL;^^^ 
t h r o u g h fa i th i n HiS d'^''*''^ ahr\:UVa f^riiiäUtriFrAr^^ 
( L u k e 1:77-79; Acts 4:: 

tne aivine w o r a wit^q^C,ttn^^Eaasm^<^OeB-^^^ 1 
' C o r i n t h i a n s 2:11.) rfe is 'tliV.^.D^MföWMe'^'^ also 

active t h r o u g h h u m a r i b p § g | | | | ^ | | | ^ ^ 
The Holy Spir i t i s : : ö h ^ ; ^ [ ^ ^ | S t S e i ^ / ^ ^ 

believers are baptized h o f ,;ö;fll^ifi^^ of 
the Holy Spirit , after thöyj 'h^^sföcöme 'äßäuänteä--;*^ (Matthew 
28:19; 1 John 5:7; 2 C o r i n t j f ' ' ~' " 

4. T H E H O L Y S 
believe thät^bot 

Scriptüres are thetWc 
;5 :39 : ) ; • 

The Bible wäs'wr 
3:16; Romans 2:16; ReV. . « «« . . ; Ö « I V I C . » X I U l u i c u i 
l i fe, i n addit ion to contaihiirig.aii b f : öod '#p !ääb f ^ ho c h u r c h 
trad i t ton or catechism is heeded,^-(tsäiah Ä G ; R'w^^ John 
:5:39; 10:35, last part; Matthöw^^ " ^ • 

5. T H E L A W O F GÖß"'.,„.„..,^„.. 
(The law of rnorals-;anä"mailn'^^^^ 

We believe thät^Ghr|ör,did'rtött6oi^ the 
law as w r i t t e n by God t̂H"Hiä565̂ ";hiigfê ^ 5:17;-
Psalm 119:142), becaüse^'^h6'^'teS?cörnniä!ta^ It is 
impossible to improve them;'fPsäü5ÄS^^i'-^^^^^^^ • -'^ •• 
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h G O D . 
AVe brl i f ive t lui f there is b u t one God, wl io , t l i r o u g l i I i i s i i iFinite wis

dom and a i n i i g l i t j - poM'er, lias c rrated )ieaven and e a r t l i . (Exodus 20 :2 ,3 ; 
Isißh 4;"^:5-lG,18.) 

God is ii s p i r i l i i a l heinf^ C-T"'"" 4 :24 ) , " e t e n i a l , " w i t h o u t betfinniiip:, 
and w i t l i o u t end (Kcve la t i on 2 1 : 6 ) , a l lpresei i t (Psalms 139 :1 -12 ) ; d w e l l -
in«; i n the heavens, and canimt be seen by man i n his present, s i n f t d State. 
(T T i m o t h y 6 : 1 6 ; Tsalah 5 9 : 2 ; J o h n 1:18; Exodus 33:20.) O n l y t h r o n f i h 
faith are we nble to t^onie to God. ( I l e b r e w s 11:6 . ) 

2. J E S U S C H R I S T . 
W e beficve that Jesus OhrLst is the l i v i n p Son of Qod and that I l t 

is one i n n n t i i r e w i t h the Father . ( I l ebrews 1:1-3,5.) T h r o u g l i I l l n i a l l 
th ings have since e t f r u i t y beeii created, whether i n lieaven or in earth . 

(Colosscans 1:15 17.) C h r i s t nUme, thei-eafter, ean be the Mediator bc-
tween God and mcn (T T i n i o t l i y 2 :5. ) I n l i a r m o n y w i t h the test imony 
of the prophets , iTc, as man on this earth at Bethlehem through the 
v i r g i n M a r y , was eonceived by the S p i r i t of God. ( M a t t h e w 1:18-23.) 
O n l y t h r o u g h III.s death and f a i t h i n I i i s f ree ly o f fered grace may we 
be saved. ( U i k c 1 :77-7n; Aets 4 : 1 2 ; John 14 :15 ; 2:3-6.) 

3. T H E H O L Y S P I R I T . 
AVe believe t h a t the I l o l y S p i r i t is the representative of Chr is t on 

earth . ( J o l i n 14:16.) AV^ithont the same i t is impossible to coniprchend 
nnd live according to t l i e w i l l of God. Also , it is n o t possible to r i g h t l y 
Interpret fhe d iv ine AVord without the H o l y S p i r i t ; ( J o h n 14 :26 ; I Cor-
i n t h i a n s 2:11.) I l e is a power f r o m the F a t h e r and the Son and also 
active t h r o u g h h u n i n n beiiigs. (2 Peter 1 : 2 1 ; 1 Peter 1:11.) 

The I l o I y S p i r i t is one w i t h the F a t h e r and the Son, the ie fo ie be
lievers are bapfized not only i n these names b u t also i n the name of the 
IToIy S p i r i t , a f ter they liave become acquainted w i t h the same. ( M a t t h e w 
2 8 : 1 9 ; 1 John 5 ;7; 2 Cor in th inns 13:13.) 

4. T H E H O L Y SCRIPTÜRES. 
AVe believe that the N e w — a n d also the O l d Testament of t l ie H o l y 

S c r i p t u r e are the AVoi-d of God and , as such, revcal the w i l l of God. 
( J o h n 5:39.) 

The Hible was w r i t t e n by ti ie i i i s p i r a t i o n of tlie I l o l y S j ) i r i t (2 
T i m o t h y 3 :16 ; Romnn.s 2 :16 ; Revelation 1:2) and constitutos our guide 
and rule of l i f e , also c on tn in ing a l l o f God's p lan of redernj i t ion, and no t 
i ieeding any church t r a d l t i o n or catechism. ( I sa iah 3 4 : 1 6 ; Revelation 
22 :18 ,19 ; J o h n 5 :39 ; 10 :35 ; 1.st p a r t M a t t h e w ' 15 : f ) ; Proverbs 30:6 . ) 

5. T H E L A W O F G O D . 
( T h e hiw of morals and tnanners of the ten eommandments.) 

AVe believe that Chr i s t canie not to improve i n any way i ipon the 
law as w r i t t e n by God w i t h I i i s own f ingers un M o u n t S ina i , ( M a t t h e w 
5 :17 ; PsalniM 119:142) beuause the " t e n c o m m a n d n i e n t s " are pcr fect 
and i t i.s inipo-ssihle to improve them. (Psalms 19:8. ) 
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I N T R O D Ü O T I O N i : 

The L a s t G r e a t R e f o r m a t i o n of the e v e r l a s t i n g Gospel has 

s ta r ted ' iü the c ountr i es where the Message of the Second 

A d v e n t o f j p h r i s t is preached, ,and the' .Spreäding of i t is 

f o n n d e d on—Rev . 14 :6-12. 

The prophes ied apostasy among the A d v e n t people com-

pels U S to p u b l i s h the p r inc ip l es of the f a i t h of the T h i r d 

A n g e l ' s Message. 

F o r d i s t i n c t i o n f r o m the m a n y d i f f e rent A d v e n t i s t s , we 

(•all ourse lves-^aecording to the S p i r i t of P r o p h e c y — " R e f o r m 

M o v e m e n t . " There fore we are ca l led the " S e v e n t h - D a y 

Adventißt R e f o r m M o v e m e n t . " 

M a y a l l those w h o seek per fect sat is f f i c t io i i i n Cln-isf/,.;,̂ '̂̂ ?S^ ;̂ 

.eomc to a k n o w l e d g e of " T U E L A W A N D T U E T E S T l f e - ; > : ; ^ ^ i 

M O N I E S , " and accept the counsel of Jesus i n " t h e 

s h a k i n g " — l i f t i n g u p the S t a n d a r d and p r e a c h i n g t 

i n its fullnesfi . 

W I T I I P R A Y E R , we send ou( tiiese i n s t r u o t i v e p; 

of f a i t h . 

PART I . . 

THE:^'PRINClPLES;OF F A I T H OF 
;̂ T H E C H U R C H 

1. GOD. 

We believe that there is only one God, Who created the Hcaven 
and. the E a r t h by H i s mighty-power. ( E x . 20:2-3; Isaial^ 45:5, fi, 18). 

_ G o d i s a spiritunl being; (John 4:24) " e v e r l a s t i n g " without bes-itv 
nmg: and without end ( R e v . 21 :6 ) , and present everywhere ^^^j^n* ' . . ! 
139 : 1-12), H i s throne is in heaven and cannot be seen by the pcotile 
of this earth in t.iieir sülfiji. condition (1 T i m . 6:16, Isaiab 59-2 John 
1:18, Exodus 33 :20) . Only throujrb faith can we comc to God (Heb. 
11 :6) . 

J E S U S C H R I S T . 

We believe that Jesus C h r i s t is tlie l iv ing Son of God and is one 
w i t h the F a t h e r (Hob. 1:1-3, 5) . B y Hirn al l things were created, 
both m heaven arid on earth (Col . 1:15-17). Therefore only He can 
be the m e d i n t n r hetweon God and Man (1 T i m . 2 :5) . 

H e wap born as a human being here on earth'^in Bethleliem from 
the V i r g i n Mary, in harmony w i t h the testimony of the prophecy— 
through the Spir i t of God (Matt. 1:18-23). Only through H i s doät!-, 
-•locording to the grace given us can we be saved (LuUo 1:77-79' 
Acts 4:12, John 14:14). 

.1. T H E H O L Y S P I R I T . 

We believe that tlie Holy Spirit is Christ ' s representative ou 
earth (John 14-16). Without the agency of the Spir i t it is impossible 
to be acquainted with the will of God and to fulfill it. It is impossible 
to correctly Interpret the inspired words of Scripture without tho 
Holy Spir i t (John 14:26, ! Cor. 2-11). He has power from tlie 
F a t h e r and the Son to work through men (2 Pet.. 1:21, 1 Pet . 1:11). 

T b c Holy Spirit is one with the F a t h e r aiu! the Son and when 
tbf- b e Ü G v e r is baptised he sbould be immersed in the name of the 

j H o l y Spirit , after he has become acquainted with K i m (Matt ' 28:19, 
I I J o h n . . ^ : 7 ) . 

1. T H E H O L Y SCRIPTÜRES. 

We believe that the Old Testament , together with the New;>"/^-
Testament , constitutes the Holy Scriptiii-es, the Word of God, which"'-'-^! ' 


